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abetted the Abolitionists on that floor, with very few 
ions, were Whigs. He went into a history 
= roceedings of this year to the same end, 
‘ t all the speeches made, in any manner 
eS cause ie Abolitionists, were by 
m Whigs. He then adverted to the yeas 
nays in further proof. ‘Those on the decision of 
the Speaker that the presentation of petitions,accord- 
to parliamentary law, comprehended the mo- 
tion of reception. A Whig [Mr. Barnarp, of 
Kew York] took an appeal from that decision. He 
believed the whole South and Democratic party 
to sustain the appeal; and fifty voted against 
it, of which forty-eight were Whigs and Abolition- 
ists, The gentlemen, he said, were attemptiag to clear 
their skirts of the shame of supporting the Aboli- 
tionis's; but, from their votes on this proposition, 
they might tell him till doomsday they were not 
Abolitionists, he would not believe them, because 
their voles show that they have indirectly aided 

their cause. : : 

Qa the motion to lay the question of reception 
of the Abolition petition presented by Mr. Lin- 
cow on the table, 63 Whigs and Abbolitionists 
yoted against it, and only 6 Democrats. The 
Whigs came up to the rescue of the Abolitionists 
|k: men, yet this, they say, means nothing. 

Toe resolugion of Mr. Cores, of Virginia, pro- 
posing to receive those petitions, and lay them on 
the table without debate or further action, was be- 
fore the House, and the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. THompson] moved to lay it on the 
table. 102 voted for that motion, and 98 against 
it. There were only 8 Democrats who were in 
favor of laying it on the table. 

The resolution of Mr. Cotes was identical w:th 
that offered by Mr. Pattona few yeais ego, and 
which was the effect of a meeting of the Southern 
gentlemen, and which met their entire appro- 
bation. 

These facts were, he knew, anpleasant to gen- 
tlemen; but they must remember that they made 
certain charge:, and they ought at the time to have 
known that the-e facts would appear in judgment 
against them. Yes; there was not a single Northern 
Whig who vo'ed against laying Mr. Co.es’s resolu- 
tion on the table, while every Northern Democrat 
voted for it. I know that some of my Southern 
brethren have strong prejudices, and are unwilling 
to vote in favor of any res lution coming from the 
Democratic party. They may believe the measure 
isright of itself, but oppose it, in consequence of 
the party it comes from. 

Mr. BYNUM having given way at the request 
of Mr. Hapersnam of Georgia, 

Mr. HABERSHAM said that he and his col- 
leagues had all voted against the adoption of Mr. 
Couts's resolution. That it would appear from 
the remarks of the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, that they may have been actuated, in giving 
that vote, by the consideration that the re- 
solution had come from one of the Democratic 
pay. Mr. H. said that he and his colleagues 
Were actuated by no such motive—that they had 
Voted without reference to such considerations— 
thateven if they had been inclined to vote for it, 
Which they were not, and had voted for it, that 
hot one of them, in his opinion, could have hoped 
lo come back here, because hey and their constilu- 
ents were opposed to the reception of these peti- 
ons altogether. Whereas Co.rs’s resolution pro- 
posed to receive them and lay them on the table 
without further action. 

Mr. B. said the gentleman from Georgia had 
Misunderstood him if he supposed he had attii- 

¢d any improper motive tohim. There were 
20 gentlemen, of either party, for whom he had 

respect than the gentlemen from the State of 

- He then referred to other votes much 
svonger than the above, and particu'arly to the re- 
"on of Southern gentlemen, where all the 
Norhera Whigs voted with the Abolitionists 
‘lust the propositions from the South, while the 
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Democrats sustained them, which, he said, was suf- 
fie:ent to open the eyes of the Southern Whigs to 
the position they occupied with that party. 

Mr. B. then referred the Southern men to the 
source from whence those Abolition petitions came; 
nine-tenths of which, by reference to the Clerk's 
files, had been presented to that House by Whigs 
of the North. 

Mr. B. said, if there was any doubts in the 
minds of the Southern people as to who were and 
who were not Abolitionisis in that House, they 
need only refer to the speeches and the votes of i's 
members. If they wanted further evidence, I 
would refer them to the remarks of a certain mem- 
ber of this House who characterised the Northera 
Democrats, who usually vote for preserving the 
constitutional obligations imposed on them, and 
who are opposed to an interference with the rights 
of the South, as “Southera slaves.” He would 
refer them to the remark made by a certain Aboli- 
tionist of the House, |Mr. Pecx,] when the vote 
was about being taken on laying Mr. Cotgs’s reso- 
lution on the table, “now come up you Southern 
slaves, and show yourselves.” Yes, sir, this was 
the language applied to these patriotic, high-minded 
men, who regard their constitutional obligations to 
the South, who are for giving quiet to the North on 
this exciting subject, and for preventing a servile 
and desolating war. 

Mr. PECK here interrupted Mr. B and desired 
to know if the gent'eman alluded to him. 

Mr. BYNUM. Laliudetoa gentleman of the 
name of Peck. 

Mr. PECK. I can only say that if the gentle- 
man alludes to me, and speaks ef my language as 
coming from an Abolitionist, he says what is not 
true. 

Mr. BYNUM. If the gentleman is not an Abo- 
li‘ionist, there is not one in existence ; all his votes 
and all his speeches on that question are given in 
suppor of the Abolition party. I bel eve he is 
one, and will venture to say that there are not ten 
members of the House who are not of the sime 
opinion, 

Mr. PECK again int:rrupted Mr. B., and said it 
was not true that he was an Abolitionist. 

Mr. BYNUM. Does the gentleman mean to 
say that I knowingly assert what is fa!se ? 

Mr. PECK. I mean to say that the gentleman 
asserts what is not true. 

Mr. BYNUM. Then I say that the gentleman 
is a blackguard anda scoundrel. Mr. Speaker, it 
is now seen what course certain gentlemen take 
when their conduct is exposed—when their votes 
are brought to | ght in opposition to their assertions 
they resort to bullying and browbeating for an an- 
swer. The House will bear me witness that I ne- 
ver willingly insult any one. 

Mr. PECK. For the reason that he is incapa- 
ble of doing so. 

Mr. BYNUM here, amid loud cries of “order, 
order,” and, while great confusion and disorder 
was prevailing, made some remarks, which were 
not distinctly heard by the Reporter. He was un- 
derstood, however, as calling upon the SpeagEr to 
order “that blackguard and scoundrel” to take his 
seat and not to interrupt him furiher. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina, with great 
reluc'ance, rose to a question of order. He could 
nct remain silent in a body, whenever conduct like 
this was permitted; and he trusted that it would be 
the sentiment of the House, that no excitement, 
however great, justified language such as they had 
just heard. I move, said he, tha‘, before th2 gen- 
tleman from North Carolina is allowed to precead, 
the House take some order on the subject. 

Mr. JAMESON move that the House do adjourn. 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion, which were ordered; and the question was 
taken, resu'ting in—yeas 32, nays 141. 

So the House re‘used to adjourn. 

Mr. THOMPSCN of South Carolina, then rose 
and said: I waited for some time after the objec- 


ionable language bad been used by the member 
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from North Carolina, in hopes that the general d.s- 
approbation heard from all sides of the House 
would have induced him to withdraw it. 

Mr. BYNUM said, if the gentleman would 
give Way one moment, he would make an esplana- 
tion, which he thought would be satisfactory to 
him and tothe House. I admit, ssid Mr. B. that 
my language was harsh; that it was unparliamen- 
tary and unsuited to this body; but I was driven to 
it by the outrageous and wanton insult that was 
offered me. I therefore most respectfully apolo- 
gise to the House, and hope this explanauon will 
be satisfactory to it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, hoped this would 
satisfy the gentleman from South Carolina. The 
gentleman trom North Carolina had made every 
explanation that the House ought to require, and 
he hoped he might be permitted to proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, after 
some remarks, submitted to the House that the apo- 
logy of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Bynum,] was not sufficient. He trusted the House 
would consider it necessary for the gentleman to 
withdraw the language he applied to the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. BYNUM. “Never, never!” Several voices at 
the same time were heard saying ‘“‘never, never.” 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said the gentle- 
man from North Carolina had admitted that he 
used language that was too strong, and had apolo- 
gised to the House for it. This was all he thought 
the House ought to atk. He thought the gentle- 
man from North Carolina had done what was due 
to himself, and his position as a member on that 
floor, and he hoped he might be permitted \o pro- 
ceed with his remarks. 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose, and amid loud cries of, 
“Corder, order,” said he rose to a question of order. 
There was a certain set of men in that Hall who 
think they can do as th y please, and are in the 
habit cf jumping up and interrupting gentlemen 
addressing the Chair, whenever any thing is said 
that is unpalatable to them. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland calling Mr. P. to 
order, 

The SPEAKER desired him to make his point 
of order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. I will sir. The gentleman 
from North Carolina having apologised to the 
House for his remarks, I move that the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Peck] be reqaired by the 
House to withdraw the insulting language which 
called it forth. Sir, said Mr. P. we have had no- 
thing but disorder here from the beginning of the 
session. Have we not heard to-day two gentle- 
men from New York continually interrupting the 
member from North Carolina, who had the floor; 
and did not one of them get up, whle he was 
speaking, and make the most insulting observa- 
tions to him? 

Mr. JOHNSON here interrupted Mr. Petnixin, 
and, with several others, called him to order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. Is this to be tolerated, Mr. 
Sreaxer? Is such bear-garden conduct to be al- 
lowed in this Hall? 

Loud cries of “order, order,” during wh'ch 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, said the 
resolution he offered was that the gentleman should 
withdraw h’‘s language. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. I want that resolution read. 

The SPEAKER said, that no reso‘ution of the 
gentieman from So.th Carolina had been received 
by the Crarr. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then renewed his motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON said his motion had prece- 
dence, and asked that the question be put on it. 

The SPEAKER was of the opinion that the re- 
solu'ion of the gentleman of frcm South Carolina 
was not offered. 

Mr. Perrixin’s resojntion having been re- 
duced by him to writing, was bere read by the 
Ciere. ' 

Mr. BRI@GS aid the rales required the gentle- 
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mati frou Pennsylvania to put the words used by 
the gentleman from New York, and ‘to which he 
objected; into writing. 

Mr, PETRIKIN declined doing so, when 

The SPEAKER said the resolution, then, was 
out of order. 

Mr. PECK hoped the House*would indulge him 
in saying one word. He had risen, not for the pur- 
dose of saying amy thing in relation to the motion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Perai- 
KiN,} further than to express his desire that, if any 
member believed he had used language disrespect- 
ful to the Honse, or indecvrous or unparliame:ta- 
ry, he would send to the Chair a resolution to that 
effect. If the House should determine that the lan- 
guage he used was cfiensive, he would leave his 
place here, he would leave the world, before he 
would retract it. He was charged wih being an 
Abvolitionist. He denied the charge; and before he 
would retract that denial, he would cease to live. 

Mr. DUNCAN then moved that the gentle- 
man from Noith Carolina be permitted to proceed; 
which motion was agreed to without a divis.on, 

On motion of Mr. HAND, 

The House then adjourned. 





Hovse or REPRESENTsT:VES, 
January 25, 1840. 
To the Editor of the Globe: 

Sin: Your Reporter misapprehended my object 
y‘sierjay. It was, as the resvlution [ offered will 
show, not to dispense with the “previous question,” 
but, on the contrary, to restore it to its old position 
during last Congress, and rid it of the crippliog 
effect of the amendment recen ly adopted by this 
House. I wished to restore to it its power to cut 
the Gordian knot of ariful and dilatory amend- 
ments, by which I feared important bills might 
be greatly retarded, if not defeated. 

A, C. HAND. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, December 26, 1839. 

Mr. PETRIKIN (with the permission of Mr, 
Grnum, who was entitled to the floor) rose and 
moved a correction ef the journal with regard to 
the time at which be had given notice that he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill relative to the 
repeal of the duties on railroad iron; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PECK rose and esked permission to make a 
correction with regard to the report of yesterday’s 
proceedings in one of the city papers. 

The SPEAKER asked if the gent'eman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Bynum] gave way. 

Mr. BYNUM, Certainly, for an explanation. 

Mr. PECK observed that he wished to correct, 
by a verbal statement, an erroneous report of some 
part of yesterday's proceedings in one of the papers 
of this city, at which he felt somewhat aggrieved. 
In the Globe of yesterday he saw the following 
report in continuation of the sketch given of the 
remarks of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Brnom.]} 

“Mr. B. said, if there was any doubts in the 
minds of the Southern people as to who were and 
who were not Abolitionists in that House, they 
need only refer to the speeches and the votes of its 
members. If they wanted further evidence, I 
would refer them to the remarks of a certain mem- 
ber of this House who characterised the Northern 
Democrats, who usually vole for preserving the 
cunst:tutional obligations imposed on them, and 
who are Opposed to an interference with the rights 
of tne South, as ‘Scuthern slaves.’ He would 
re{cr them to the remark made by a certain Aboli- 
tionist of the House, [Mr. Pecx,] when the vote 
was about being taken on laying Mr. Corzs’s re- 
solution on the table, ‘now come up you Southern 
slaves, and show yourselves,’ Yes, sir, this was 
the language applied to these patriotic, high-minded 
men, who regard their constitutional obligations to 
the South, who are for giving quiet to the North on 
this exciting subject, and for preventing a rervile 
and desolatigg war. 

“Mr. PECK here interruptei Mr. B, and desired 
to know if the gentleman alluded to him. 

“Mr. BYNUM. I allude toa gendeman of the 
name of Peck.” 
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Mr. PECK continued. Now, sir, I do not read 
the remaining portion of the report of what followed, 
not because it is not grossly and entirely incorrect 
in more than one instance, but because my only 
desire isto make a correction of that part of it 
where I was personally alluded to. If I had not 
regarded myself as personally alluded to—if no 
more had been said by the member from North 
Carolina than appears in that report, I should not 
have felt myself called on to notice il, because 
there was no such language used by me as that 
in the report. It would require a great obliquity of 
understanding to suppose that I used the term 
“Southern slaves” in reference to any members of 
this House, and therefore [ could hardly have sup- 
posed that I was personally alluded to by the mem- 
ber from North Carolina in that part of his re- 
marks. So much of the paragraph he had quoted 
down to the words ‘Southern :laves,” was correct. 
But the report omitted to give the language which 
called forth his notice. Accord ng to his recollec- 
tion it was substantially ths: The member from 
North Carolina, turning himself towards him, said, 
“the voice came from that quarter’ —‘it was from a 
rank Abolitionist;"” and by the gentleman’s turning 
himself round towards him at the time he supposed 
the remark was intended for him, and noticed it 
accordingly. ‘Those who knew him, knew that he 
was not an Abolitionist, and he ccu'd not permit 
any one to apply that epithet to him on this floor 
w.thout a contradiction. The language attributed 
to him by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
and reported in the Globe, was such ashe never 
had used; and he therefore could not have suppos- 
ed that it was applied tohim. But he r-garded 
himself as personal'y alluded to, when the gentle- 
man turned round towards him and used the lan- 
guage he had quoted.* 

Mr. SMITH asked permission of the gentleman 
from North Caro‘ina, and of the House, to intro- 
duce a resolution whichhe said was intended to 
facilitate the transaction of the public business. 
(Cries of ‘No, no!” and “let us hear what it is,” 
from others. ]} 

Mr. S. said it wasa resolution to appropriate 
one hour every morning tothe reception of peti- 
tions, not on the subject of Abolition. 

Objections being made by several, the resolu- 
tion was not received. 


Mr. BYNUM, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose, and said, he regretied exceeding a con- 
tinuaon of the most unpleasant controversy that 
occurred yesterday evening—but in justificat’on of 
the observations he then made, he would read an 
exiract from a report in one of the journals of the 
day, showing the ev.dence on which his remarks 
were predicated. In the report of the proceedings 
en Mr. Coes’s resolution, he found the following: 


“Mr. Pecx moved for a call of the Houie. 
There were some Norihern slaves there, he said, 
whom he wanted to be emancipated. Mr. P. then 
called for the yeas and nays on his motion; which 





*The Reporter begs leave to make a brief reply 
to Mr. Prcr’s notice of his labors in yesterday’s 
paper. The report was intended merely as an out- 
line of the preceedings, and it is believed was a 
correct one. The Reporter heard no such remark 
as that attributed to Mr. Bynum by Mr. Peck, and 
still thinks that Mr. P. is mistaken. The Keporter 
was aware that Mr. Bynum used the phrase ‘‘South- 
ern slaves” incorrectly, but did not fee! a‘ liberty to 
make the correction. He supposed that Mr. Peck 
reccgnised its application to himself from the fact 
of h:s having, on a former occasion, use! ‘Northern 
slaves” in the same connection. The Reporter 
is rfectly willing that any gent'eman who 
thinks that he is not reported correctly, may 
set himself right before the pub'ic, and will be 
happy to assst him to do so; bat he will not 
recognise the right of any member to put language 
not in his report, in the mouth of another. This is 
@ license which will be accorded to no human be- 
ing. As to Mr. Pecx’s asseriivn that the “‘report 
is grossly and entirely incorrect,” the Reporter 
throws himeelf on the recollection of every gentle- 
man present. Mr. Brnom awhorises him to say 
that his remarks were given correctly. 
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were ordered, and the question being ta : 
decided in the suhtive. eta 86, ee ma 

In another part of the same report he found 
motion inade by the same gentleman, ¢s follows. . 

“Mr. Peck mcved a call of the House, but sub. 
sequently withdrew his motion. We have said 
he, some refagee slaves from the North that | wish 
brovght in.” 

This (said B.) was the report of the procee jin 
on the d2y Mr. Coxgs’s resolution was acies on; 
and as it has remained uncontradicted to this day. 
I am warranted in presuming that it was correct’ 
It was true (he said) he nade a mistake in ying 
the term “Southern slaves,” instead of “Nor; 8 
slaves; but even with that mistake, the gentiemsn 
alluded to could not avoid knowing for whom the 
allusion was intended; nor cou'd any one doubt 
at the time that the term “Northern slaves” 
was appled to those members of this House 
who are for preserving the Const tution, and sus. 
taining the peace and tranquillity of the country 
with the perpetuity of our institutions. It was ih: 
first time, Mr. B. said, on the floor of Cong es 
that to call a man an Abolitionist was deemed sc 
offensive, as to call furth a gross and wanton jn- 
sult in reply. 

The SPEAKER informed Mr. B. that no per. 
sonal allusion wou'd be permitted. 

Mr. BYNUM said he made no personal ally. 
sions. He never deemed it an offence tocaiig 
man an Abolitionist. He never denied that there 
were some few Democrats in the Abolition ranks, 
Their vo'es showed that there wee [10m five to teg 
of them in this House. But what he wanted the 
conntry, and the South particularly, to know, was, 
that there were from sixty-five 10 seventy-five 
deeply died Abolitionists in the Whig ranks in that 
House. 

Mr. B. proceeded to examine the course of the 
Whigs and Abolitionists in Congress, and in the 
States, and among other cases, tou show that they 
uniform!y acted together, he referred to the vote on 
the admission of Arkansas into the Union. The 
whole Democratic party of the North voied for the 
bill, and of the fifty who voted against it, forty-five 
were Whigs and Abolitionists. ‘he vote in the 
Senate, in favor of the bill was thirty-one, ard 
againstitsix. Every Abolition State there voted 
in the negative. He then referred to the course 
of the Whig party in New York, Pennsy|vauia, 
and other States, in which he conclusively proved 
by the facts read to the House, that the Whigs had 
invariably acted with, and in defence of the Abo- 
hi ionis's. 

Mr. B. replied to that portion of the] remarks 
of Mr. Sranty in which he asserted that 
Mr. Morton, the Demecratic candidate for 
Governor of Massachuseits, was an Abo- 
litionist. He said he held in his hand, and 
read to the Heuse, an address from Garrison, the 
great champion of the Abolition pary, in which 
he called on the Abolitionists of that Staie to vole 
for Mr. Everett, the Whig candidate, on the 
ground that that gentleman was ia favor of the im- 
mediate abolition of slavery; and, at ihe same time, 
denounced the Demc cratic candi ate (Morton) lur 
not being one. Mr. B. hoped this eall would be 
received as good evidence of the identity of Whig- 
ery and Abolition there, and would have the effect 
to open the eyes of the South that the charge that 
the Democrats were in favor of Abolitivn, and 
which was intended to blind and delude sume 
of them, was unfunded. Mr. B then refertel 
to the effect which the abolition movements would 
have uroa the commerce and manufa:tures 6 
that State. He asked who gave supp rt to tho¢ 
two great interests? Who consumed those m nu: 
factares, and gave emp!oyment to the ship p:ng of 
that State? It was the effect of the labor of th 
South; the substance of the rich valley of the M's- 
sissippi and ferti'e soil of the Soath. It was the 
South that gave employment to thousands cf her 
citizens. He warned them to avoid the ¢ 
fect the pregress of the Abol tion cause would pro 
duce on her interests. But he congratulated the 
country that the trammels of Federalism and 
Aboiitionism were about being broken in thet -_ 
and hoped that practical men would be permit 
to participate in her legislation, and bring abcvt s 
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jifferent state of things. He believed the question 
would resolve itself into a question of peace or 
car, if these fanitics were thus permitted to farther 
esgn 

Be alluded to the course of Whig Re- 
e-en'a ives from the city and State of New York, 
ia voting with Abolit onists here, and the effect it 
gou'd have in destroying the commerce of that 
| giat2, This great interest in that State was sup- 
perted by the South and Southwest. That noble 
city, the now seat of power, would be sacrificed by 
| Abolition movements. Already the South had be- 
. gan t? manufacture for herself, and was taking 

measures Yo carry ch a commerce of her own. 
. Mr. B. adverted to the reasons why the Aboli- 
tionists were throwing their support for Harrison 
| for the Presidency; and read from the Emanc:pator 
, portions of his op’ nions, which, he presumed, had 
' galisfied them; which opinion was, that he was 
willing to appropriate the surplus revenue to the 
emancipation of the slaves. Mr. B. asked what 















4 was the surplus revenue? It came from the great 
, farming and producing classes of the country; the 
0 very men who own these slaves. The cp:ration 
1: of this scheme would be to entail upon those classes 
a tax, to create a surplus for the purpose of pay ing 
r back to them for their slaves; end thus, in fact, 
paying them nothing at all for their property. 
i Mr. B. said, another question has been intro- 
a dueed in the d-bate on this subject, in relatioa to 
re ihe pclitics of two individuals, candida'es for the 
rs, Presidency, and letters had been read there to 
en prove that the nominee of the Harrisburg Conven- 
Le ion, was not an Abolitionist, and that that pariy 
RS, would not take him up, and support him for that 
ve ofice. He wished to disabuse his censtitnents,on 
vat this subject; and, for that purpose, read a state- 
ment showil g that a large portion cf that conven- 
he lion Were Abolitionists of the first order. The 
the vice president thereof, fiom the State of Massa. 
ney chasetts, Was an avon ed Abolitionist, and the gen- 
ou \leman on his left, from Massachuse'ts, adm:tied 
The it He did not know much of the opinions 
the of General Harrison, but whether he was an 
five Abolitionist or not, he wou'd have to depend on 
the them for his election; and efforts have been 
ard ma‘e to conciliate that pary; and he had 
nted no doubt th.t every one in the country would sup- 
urse porthim for that office; and he would put it to 
ni8, gentlemen, if he would rot, from the necessity of 
wed the case, ifele.te 1 by Aboliticn votes,have to favor 
had the rse bemes. An‘ in proof that he would obtain 
A bo- he Abolition surport, he then read from the Fman- 
cipator the exultation at the nomination of Harri- 
arks son, and the acknowle’grent of the Etitor that 
that ‘all the slave Stats went for Clay, and that if it 
for had not been for the Abo’itionists, he woud un- 
Abo- conbtedly have received that nomination.” He 
and tailed opon hs Keniucky frien’s in that House, 
the lor whom, as far as he was acqva:nted, he 
vhich J hed great respect, if they did not ‘believe 
) vole at the above acknowe‘gment was correct 
» the lo the letter. He begged them io place their hands 
eim+ Be cpon their hesrts snd ask thenseives if they 
ume, did not believe, had it mot been for that move- 
p) fur ment, the result would have been different. The 
id be Abolitic n organs before the ncmination at the Har- 
Vhig- lisbig convention, predicred that “no slaveholder 
effect J Yould ever te Presitent of the United States,” and 
ethat BB he beleved if the Whgs and Abclitionists be 
1, and BM permined to carry out their de signs, that prediction 
sume Would be veiifed; it wouki be the inevitable re- 
fere! Bs from the couse of things goirg on. Yes, 
would . Harrison, to quot= his own language from the 
res ol nancipa'or, ‘said , “If my vote wouldeffect it every 
thoe Bi ‘Urplus doliar should te appropriated to that ¢b- 
m nv Bett” He ca'led upon Southern Whigs to ponder 
cog of GBrell this language ‘The course of that personage 
of th BB's been more Jatiudinous than any man in this 
ye Mis: MB“cntry. His votes in the United States Se- 
as the MP%le show him to be the wildest latitadina- 
cf het". He was in favor of internal improve- 
he el ments by the Gereral Government ‘on the 
1) "ost Unlimitated sca'e; and upon every que tion 
ged the BePunecte{ with the tariff, he voted for the hi-hrst, 
m and ten so far as applei to the necessaries of lite. 
st Siate, BY is als) a Federatist. John Rando'ph had called 
ermitted HP so, and himself and others for him have not 
about # Med to deny it, For the benefit of the’ State 


sesamiae cecrerenemememmo ee GLOBE. 


ae Sie halisvel the daedtion |[ RGe suproried Wr Murthrow, i Were" be eny. || the power, wenlt-lop-open the door thet woeld suprorters of Harrison, if there be any, 
there is evidence on record that he declared: in 
favor of Genrral Jackson’s prociamativn, and 
eulogised it as a most able document, on account 
of its principtes, 
credit for that one act, than any other of his 
ife. This document received the warmest appro- 
val of Daniel Webs‘er, the mest ultra Federelist, 
on accountof its s'rong ground against, the State 
Rights principles. What cla‘ms has he, then, upoa 
the States, or Representatives of the States who 
profess those principles? 

Mr. B. concluded his remarks by apologizing to 
the House for the time he had occupied, and the 
personal feeling evidenced yesterday. When he 
commenced, it was his intention to refrain from all 


personal ties; and he did not depart frem that course | 


till he was impellei, from a sense of duty, to resent 
a gross and personal insult. His great object had 
ben, from the commencement, to give them facts, 
and to give the South and the whole country facts; 
to disabuse their minds of the atiempt made there 
to identify the Democratic party with Abolitionists 
by Southern Whigs, and on the other hand to show 
that it was by an amalgamation of the Whigs and 


Abolitionists that the institutions and interests of | 


the South are threatened and endangered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, ob'ained the floor, 
and sail it was due to himself, before entering 
on the d'scussion of the subject before the Flouse, 
to make a few remarks in relation to the unpiea- 
sant altercation which took place on yesterday. 
He had understood that the gentleman from 
Norih Carolina, (Mr. Bynom,] before he made the 
motion for him to proceed in his remarks, had 
retracted the offensive words applied to the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Peck.} Bat he had 
since learned that the gentleman had not done se. 
If he had so understood him yesterday, that he did 
not withdraw that language, he would not have 


made the motion or remarks he did. He was the | 


last man to palliate unparliamentary language, 


| ern delega‘ion 


and he believed it was calculated to do more in- | 


jury to the individual using it, than to those it was 
intended to apply. 

Mr. J. then proceeded in his remarks. He had 
always been opposed to the discussien of Abolition 


before that House, in any share or form, becaus? | 


he did not consider it a debateable question. It 
may have been supposed, from his anxiety to ob- 
tain the floor, that he wanted to make a speech; 


but such was not his in‘ention. His anxiety had been || 


to get the floor to cali the previous question on the 
prveposi.on of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. TuHompson ) But subsequently, from the 
yast range which had been taken, not upon the 
merits of the question, but, he believed, to make 
poliical cap tal out of it, he now felt himself 
calle{ upon to depart from that course. He felt 
himself bound to speak his sentiments, that they 
might be known to his constituents and the State 
he in part represented. An effort had teen 
made by various gentlemen who had spoken, to 
show that the Whig pity of the United States 
are anx ous to conciliate favor with the Abolition. 
ists, and since the nomination of Harrison had en- 
deavored to throw odium on his character. 
This had made it manife tly proper for him 
to throw himself on the indalgence of the House, 
that his State, which is more interesed in 
this question than most any other, might know his 
views. He characterised the resolutions which had 
been presented on this subjec', as too vague to 
meet his approbation; and therefore wished, before 
co :cluding, to offer a resolution in a more tangible 
form, which would leave no ambiguity; so when a 
gentleman voted, he could not deceive his constr'u- 
ents, and would cleaily define his position. He had 
voted to lay the resolu‘ion of the gentleman fiom 
Virginia on the table, because it admitted the recep- 
tion of these petitions, and was in fact an invitation 
10 the Ab slitioniss, to send their petitions there; and 
which wou!d br-nz on discussion, without effecting 
any salutary purpose. The resolutions ef Mr, 
Patton, of Va. and the one subsequently offered by 
Mr. Arrerton did not deny the power of Congress 
to abolish s'avery in this Distriet; consequently, he 
could not give suppcrt to such resvlotions. If 
the right be once conceded to Congress that it bad 


and that he gave him far more || 
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the power, it would lay open the door that would 
dissolve the whole South ia an hour, He had 
always thought these resolutions a finesse, and theic- 
fore opposed them. 

In alluding to the period when the whole South- 
lett this Hall, Mr. J. said he 
thought he saw on that occasion a manifest altempt 
to erea'e political capital out of the excitement. He 
thought he saw an effort to form thereby a nucleus, 
aronad which they hoped togather the whole South 
for the furtherance and promotion of their selfish 
views. In this opinion he was firm, and believed 
as much as if it had been communicated by the 
voice of inspiration; and it was w.th that view that 
he had at ended that meeting, to defeat, if | ossibie, 
such design. 

He dwelt at large on the constitutional righ's of 


| the South, and contended that every member there 


had sworn to protect those rights when he took the 
oath of office, and it became them to act according- 
ly. He argued the question at some length,and, be- 
fore concluding, yielded the floor to 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the House 
adjourn; but, before taking the ques ion, 

The SPEAKER, by permission, laid ‘be“ore the 
House a communication from the Postmaster Ge- 
neral, eaclesing estimates for the service of that 
Department; which was, on the metion of Mr. J. 
W. JONES, referred to the Committee of Waysand 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Also certain testimony in relation to the New 
Jersey contested election; which was referred to the 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. LEWIS called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion to adjoura, but they were not ordered; 
whereupon, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SERATE, 


Monpay, January 27, 1840. 

Mr. SPENCE appeared in his seat this morn- 

ing. 
Mr. WEBSTER, elected by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, a Senator from that State tor six 
years from the 4th of March last, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the cred ntials of the 
Hon. N. P. TALLMADGE, elected by the Legis- 
lature of New York a Senator from that State for 
which were 
rea’, 

Mr. TALLMADGE wes then qualifi'd, and 
took h's seat in the Senate. 

The CHAIR su mitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States” transmitting a report 
from the Acting Secretary of S:ate, in reply toa 
resolution of the Senate concerning the slaves in the 
brigs Comet, Encomiam, and Enterprise. [The 
report states that 23 ,900 pounds sterling have been 
appropriated by the British Parliament as a ¢ m- 
pensation to the owners of the slaves.} Laid on 
the tab'e, and orde-ed to be printed. 

A'ro, a report from the Secretary of War, in 
answer toa resolotion of the Senate of the 30:h 
ult. as to the amount of appropriations necessary 
to the completion of the Cumberland Road; whch 
was laid on the table and ordered to te printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
in reply to a resolution of the Senate respecting 
the defences of the United States; which was laid 
on the table. 

Also, areport from the Secretary cf the Navy, 
in relaticn to the appropriations of 1839; which 
were laid on the tatle, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a memorial from the Legislative Courc:l 
of the Territory of Iowa, praying an appropriation 
fora penitentiary; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Also, a petition of Mrs. Sally Ross, widow of a 
Revolutionary so'dier; which was refirsed to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition from Capt. Edwerd McKabe; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memerial from a 
number of citizens of A!bany county, praving the 
establishment of a certain designated post Toad; 
which was referred to the Commitee on the Post 
Office and Pest Roads. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of James 
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Harrison, praving the establishment of a port of 
entry at Van Baren, in the State of Arkansas, for 
the purpose of facilitating the interaal trade with 
Mexico; which was referred to the Committee on 
Iinance. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of Franklin county, Pennsyl- 
vania, pray'ng for a reluction of the rates of post- 
age; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of James 
W iiliains; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Jadiciary. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Miguel Esclava; which was read twice, 
and re‘erred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentacky presented a memoria 
of citizens connected with the raising of silk; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of Flem- 
miog Wood; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr PRENTISS presented the petition of the 
widow of Samuel Allen, praying to be allowed a 
pens on; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions 

Mr. WHITE presented the remonstrance of 
sundry citizens cf Wisconsin, against the confir- 
ination of claimsto lands preferred by Laventufe, 
Ciilds, and Thompson; which was referred to the 
Commitee on Public Lands. - 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Commitiee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the memorial of agents of 
cerfain steam packet companies, plying between 
the port of New York and various ports of Great 
DB itain, praying sech a modification of the laws on 
drawback es to allow them a debenture on the 
coal whieh is consumed by them on their return 
passage, made a report thereon. The committee 
were of opinion that a proper construction of the 
present law would afford the desired relief, and 
prayed to be discharged from the further conside- 
ra'ion thereof. The adoption of the report was 
advecated by Messis. WRIGHT and DAVIS, 
and opposed by Messrs. CLAY, of Kentucky, and 
KNIGHT, on whose motion it was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of the vestry 
and churchward:ns of St. Philips, at Charleston, 
S. C. praying that they may be allowed to import 
an organ free of duty, repor’ed a bill for their re- 
lief; which ‘was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the report «f the Secretary of the Treasury 
oa the fiscal regulations of fo:eign countries, asked 
that they be discharged from its further considera- 
tion—that it be laid on the table, and print d, and 
that ten thousand additional copies be printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commi'tee on Na- 
val Affairs, te which was referred the petition of 
Lewis Gordon, asked to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, Tiat the Commitiee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire whether the law respecting 
vessels propelled by steam does not require revision 
and amendmeat. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

The bill to establish a Board of Ccmmissioners 
to hear and atjadge claims against the United 
States was taken up, and after being debated by 
Messrs. LUNN, PRENTISS, SEVIER, HUB- 
BARD, and PRESTON, was postponed uatil to- 
morrow. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Jan. 27, 1840. 

Mr. Wanpy Tromeson's propesi'ion to amend 
the rales, and Mr. Apams’s amendment thereto, 
being the order of the day, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, who was entitted 
to the floor, yielded it to 
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Mr. J. W. JONES, who reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means a bil! making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year 1840; which was read 
twice, and, on his motion, referred to the Comm.t- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, by direction of the same 
commit'ee, reported some estimat?s to accompany 
the bill for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioneis; which document was ordered to 
be pr.nied. 

Mr. J. W. JONES asked leave of the House to 
submit a resolution to have the necessary printing 
executed. He did not wish to extend it beyond 
the bills and estimates reported from the Ways 
and Means committee, and only made the motion 
from a solemn conviction of the absolute necessity 
of the case. The appropriation bills are all re- 
ported, and not one set printed. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected. 

Mr. JONES said one of the bills provided for the 
payment of the Revolutionary soldiers, and unless 
it be printed immediately, it will be impos:ible to 
pass 14 before the 4th of March, at which time the 
payments are dae to the pensioners. And if it be 
not passed by that time, the Secretary of the Tiea- 
sury will have no funds to pay the old Revolution- 
ary soldier at the varioupointsat which payment is 
to be made. Two months of the session had been 
already wasted, and the appropriation bills remain 
untouched. It is important to do something to se- 
cure the passage of the bills, to enable the Govera- 
ment promptly to meet its obligaticns. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would persist in his 
objection, unless the gentleman consented to amend 
his proposition to have the printingdone on the best 
terms. He had been informed by a gentleman in 
the city, that itcould be done twenty-tive per cent. 
cheaper than the prices paid by Congress. 

Mr. JONES then moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer the resolution; which 
was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be au- 
thorized to employ some suitable person or persons 
to execute the printing of the bills, which have 
becn reported, together with the accompanying 
est:mates and documents, in the manner prescr.bed 
by the joint resolution of 1819. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would waive his 
objection for the present; whereupon, 

Mr. J. W. JONES withdrew his motion for the 
tuspension of the rules; there being no further ob- 
jection, 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved the followiag as a sub- 
stitute, which was read: 

Resolved, That until the further order of the 
House, the Clerk be directed to procure the prin'- 
ing of the House to be done by such person as 
will do it with the least possible expense to the Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called the previous question on 
his amendment; which was seconded, and the main 
question ordered to be put. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS demanded the yeas 
and nays on the ma'n qaestion, being on the adop- 
tion of the substitute; which were erdered. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana rose to a question of or- 
der; whether the previous question would not cut 
off the subs‘itute, and was proceeding to debaie it, 
bat he was ruled out of order by 

The SPEAKER, who stated that, under the new 
rules, it would not, the previous question operating 
only to bring the House to a vote on the last pro- 
position submit ed. 

The call for the yeas and nays having been parily 
completed, 

Mr. BOTTS asked leave of the House to per- 
mit him and others on the Committee of Elections 
to record their votes. They were absent, attending 
to their duties on said committee when their names 
were called. 

Mr. BRIGGS said ithad been unusual to permit 
those belonging to committees that had leave to 
hold sessions during the sittings of the House, to 
vote at any time. He had done so himself, under 
similar circumstances. 

Mr. CLIFFORD demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, 


nee 





Mr. PETRIKIN rose to a point of order. Hp 

. ° e 
said, under the 34th rule of the House, no member 
could vote on a question in which he was personal. 
ly interested. 

Tae CHAIR said this wasa matter of Public 
interest, and the member could not be considered 
personally interested. 

The yeas and nays were then takcn, and were— 
yeas 88, nays 101. 

So the gentlemen were not permitted to vote, 

The call for the yeas and nays on the substity'e 
of Mr. Gippines was then completed—yeas 199 
nays 65. } 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DUNCAN, who voted for said amendment 
moved to reconsider the vote on the same; and also 
moved a call of the House before taking the ques. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the call was 
not in order—on the motion for reconsiderat on 
the same having been taken under the operation 
of the previous question. He considered it one of 
the incidental questions necessarily connecied with 
the proposition on which the previous question 
operated. 

Mr. CLIFFORD appealed from that decision, 
and demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, aud were—yeas 95, nays 100. 

So the deci-ion of the SpeakeR was not sus- 
tained. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House; and, 
upon that motion, demanded the yeas and nay;; 
which were oidered, and were—yeas 141, nays 44, 

The call of the House was then proceeded in 
until 216 had answered to their names. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that all 
further proceedings in the cal] be suspended. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were ordered. There. 
upon, 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his motion. 

The call was then proceeded in until the atsen- 
tees were called over, several of whom were ex- 
cused on account of indisposition. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to suspend al! 
further proceedings in the call. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas ani 
nays, but they were not ordered. 

The question was taken, ard decided in the al- 
firmative. 

The question then came up on Mr. Dencan’s 
motion to reconsider, when 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that the amendment 
virtually destroyed the princip!e of the resolution of 
1819, which was yet in force, and that it was more: 
over calculated to defeat the very objectit con em- 
plated. He would however have n» objection to adop! 
the resolution of the gentleman from Vermont with 
that amendment they were about to reconsider, (fir 
he was favorable to the principles contained in 1\, 
and it was wiih that feeling that he gave it his vo'e,) 
but the object being temporary, for it limited 
until they could eiect a printer, it could not be car- 
ried into effect without great inconvenience as we | 
as conflicting with the existing law. He did net 
know, in the first place, what would be the extent 
of the duty it imposed on the Clerk, both as to the 
time and manner of carrying it into exeeu'ion. 1+ 
did not know how much time would be reqaited 
for the Clerk to get this printing done cn the 
inost reavonable terms. Was he to do it lo 
day or to-merrow? this weck or the nex: 
The time it would require to do it in would dep-nd 
in a great measure on the extent ,fhis effuris 
carry out the terms of the resolution. In oider to 
get the printing dore on the most reasonable terms, 
must h> confine his effurts to Washington Gly: 
The Clerk, Mr. D. thought, would require the ime 
necessary to send to Baltimore, Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston, and Cincinnati, and receive Prope 
sals from those cities, or he could not carry 0° the 
provisions ef the amendment. Would it not te 
necessary, he asked, for him to advertise for pr‘ 
posals in all these cities? If so, the object of the 
resolution would be defeated; and in voting for the 
recons‘deration, he would do so from the a. 
necessity of having the printing done immediale'y. 
We have notmuch, Mr. D. said, to fear of the dan- 


ger of being over charged for the execution of this 
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work. We have the law of 1819, which fixes the 

rce those who do the work shall receive, and that 
jaw was passed by a Congress as competent to un 
derstand the subject, and who had the good of the 
country as much at heart as this. But suppose, in 
carrying out the intentions of this resolution, the 

Cuer« confines his efforts to the city of Washing- 
jon. In that case, what is to prevent a combina- 
tion from being formed among the printers here to 
raise the prices higher than those allowed by the 

jaw of 1819? The resolution, as amended, did 
pot previde for the manner in which the work 
should be done. It only provided that the Clerk 
should get the work done on the cheapest terms, 
without regard to time and without regard to the 
quality of the work. This was anotker reason 
operating with him for moving the reconsideration. 
No man, Mr. D. said, should go ahead of him in 
any measure of economy, where economy was 
practicable ; but he did not conceive it to be so in 
this case. Another objection to the adoption of the 
resoluuion arose from the fact that they 
wust soon go into the election of Printer. The 
interests of the country demanded it, and their duty 
demanded that these interests shou.d no longer be 
neglected. Why, then, should we at this time in- 
troduce into this resolution, which can only be a 
temporary measure, provisions which, so far from 

erforming its objects, are only calculated to defeat 
them? He was not (Mr. D. said) favorable to pre- 
vious questions. He had assigned, so very briefly, 
his reasons for moving the reconsideration, as noi 
to render a reply necessary, and he would, there- 
fore, for the second time in his life, move the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that that mo- 
tion was not in order; but that the gentleman could 
move to lay the motion for reconsideration on the 
table, and that motion would, if it prevailed, carry 
the whole subject with it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved to lay the motion 
for reconsideration on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 106, 
nays 111. 

So the House refused to lay it on the table. 

The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
consider it was decided inthe negative—yeas 108, 
nays 100. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the re- 
solution as amended; on which 

Mr. EVERETT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 115, nays 97, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H 
Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Boyd, 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Clark, Con- 
nor, J. Cooper, M. A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Edward Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fisher, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, 
Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, C. Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Law- 
rence, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mitchell, Menroe, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Os- 
borne, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden,Ridgway, Reed, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John White, 
lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, and Sherrod Williams—1 15. 

NAYS—Messrs. J. Allen, H.J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, William U. Butler, Bynum, Carr, 
Carrol’, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Craig, Crary, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, 
J. Hastings, Hawkins, Holieman, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCul- 
loh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pren- 
tss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sweeny, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 

urney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
a Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington 


So the resolution was adopted. 
_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, then proceeded 
in his remarks on the proposition to amend the 
rules. He made a strong constitutional argument 
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against the movements of the Abolitionis's, a synop- 
sis of which there is not room inthis day's paper, but 
the speech will be given hereafter at length. Mr, 
J. before concluding, yielded the floor to Mr. Pe- 
TRIKIN, ON Whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 28, 1840. 


The CHAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, communicating a sup- 
plement to the annual report of the Chief En- 
gineer; which was referred to the Committee on 
Mi'itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report from the Commiss‘oner 
of Indian Affairs of the persons employed by that 
bureau, with their compensation, during the last 
year; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Iowa, that setilers on the sixteenth 
sections be allowed a pre-emption right to the same, 
and that other lands be set apart as school lands; 
and 

A memorial from the same body, praying that 
settlers on the mineral lands may be allowed the 
right of pre-emption; and 

A memorial from the same body, praying that 
the commissi ners of Lee county be authorized to 
enter a quantity of school lands in the Sac and 
Fox reservation; which were severally referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the same body, praying that 
Congress provide for that Territory three six-poun- 
der cannon and other munitions of war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of Jacob 
Greaves for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Nava! Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of the Howard Institution of 
the city of Washington, praying for assistance; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, the memorial of the president and directors 
of the Bank of the Metropolis, in the city of Wash- 
ington, praying for a renewal of their charter; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of the 
administrator of George Simpson, deceased; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Ma- 
thew Irvine Keith; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a petition of ci'izens 
of the State of Delaware, praying for the construc- 
tion of a steam revenue cutter fer Delaware bay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. f 


Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Dr. Thomas Cooper, praying the re- 
payment of a fine exacted under the Alien and Se- 
dition laws; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a num- 
ber of inhabitants of Westchester county, New 
York, for a reduction of the rates of pestage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
the executors of Henry Eckford; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of Sa- 
muel E. Smith and others, of Wiscasset, praying 
fora reduction of postage; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of Joseph 
Smith, jr. Sidney Rigdon, and Elias Higbee, in be- 
half of “The Latter Day Saints,” commonly 
called Mormons, praying for a redress of griev- 
ances, inflict'd on them by the people of the State 
of Missouri. 

Mr. Y. moved that it be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

After some 1emarks from Mr. LINN, 


Mr. NORVELL moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table, 
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Mr. YOUNG called for the reading of the me- 
morial, and it was accordingly read. 

After some further remarks from Messrs BEN- 
TON, PRESTON, and CLAY, of Ken‘ucky, the 
motion to lay on the table was agreed to, with ‘he 
unders'anding that it would be ca led up at an ear! y 
day. 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Su- 
sannah R. Pickett; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of William Hawkins; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Hernandez; 
and 

A biil for the relief of George W. Paschal: 
which were severally read and ordered to a 
cond reading. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Commiittee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John C 
Reynolds, late disbursing agent of the Indian De- 
partment; which was read, aad or Jered to a secon 
reading. 

Mr, MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred 

A bill concerning the estates of idiots or luna- 
tics and infants in the District of Columbia; and 

A biil giving the assent of Congress to the acts 
of the General Assembly of Virginia, incerporating 
the Falmouth and Alexandria Rairoad Company, 
and for other purposes; 

Reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. M. also, from the same commi'tee, reported 
a bill authorising the granting of letters testamen- 
tary, and of administration to aliensin the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
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Lands, reported an act for the relief of William 
Osteen; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. MERRICK, to 
admit the District Attorney and the Reporter of the 
Supreme Court on the floor of the Senate, wa 
taken up and disagreed to. 


Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
t10n : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the 
cause of the removal of Genera! Call from the 
government of the Territory of Fiorida, and the 
correspondence connecied therewith; and also the 
correspondence between the Department of Wa: 
and Governor Call, concerning the war in Florida. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named; and 

The bill for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 

The bill to establish a Board of Comm ssione: 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States, was taken up as in Commitice of the 
Whao'e. 

Mr. SEVIER offered an emendment excluding 
private land claims from the jurisdiction of ihe b.1 ; 
which was not agreed to—ayes 10, neces 31. 


Mr. PRENTISS offered an amendment ex- 
cluding such cases as were within the jurisdiciion 
of the judicial tribunals and the officers of ihe 
General Government; which was agreed to. 


Mr. WALKER moved a new section, making 
the action of the board, when adverse to the 
claimants fina], but not so when against the United 
States, and that nothing in the bill should compel 
claimants to preseat their claims before this bosrd; 
which was disagreed to—ayes 12, noes 31. 


Afier some further unimportant amendments, 
which, with those preceding, were debated ty 
Messrs. HUBBARD, SEVIER, TAPPAN, 
WALKER, CLAY, of Alabama, PRENTISs, 
GRUNDY, and HENDERSON, the bi!! was or- 
dered to be ergressed—ayes 25, noes 16, as ful- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Dixon, Grundy, Hubbard, Kiog, Knight, 
Lion, Merrick, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Pres'on, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith, of Connecticut, South- 
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ard, Spence, Siurgeon, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
and Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Be'ts, Brown, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Fulion, Henderson, Lumpkio, Mouton, Norvell, 
Roggles, Sevier, Strange, and Tappan—16. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tourspay, January 28, 1840. 

The first business in order was the proposition of 
Mr. Tuompson of South Carolina to amend the 
rules, by the addition of the following: 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any 
memorial or petition praying for the abolition of 
slavery or the slave trade in any Di-tric', Ter- 
ritory, or State of the Union, and upon the pre-ea- 
tation of any resolution, or other paper touch- 
ing that subject, the reception of such memorial, 
petition, resolution, or paper, shall be considered 
as objected to, and the question of ils reception shall 
be Ja:d on the table, without debate or further action 
thereon. 

And the proposiiion of Mr. Apams, @s a sabsti- 
tute for the above, in the following word:: 

Resolved, Toat the following be added to the 
standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 
21st 

“ Every peiition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
made to i'sreception for special reason; and when- 
ever objection sha!l be made to the reception of a 
petition, the name of the member objecting, and 
the reason of the objection, shall be entered upon 
the journal. The question in every such case shall 
be, shall the petition be rejected? avd no petilien 
siall be rejected but by a majority of the members 

yreseut " 
: Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, who spoke a pari 
of the day on Saturday and yesterday, on the 
above propositions, renewed his remarks. He ar- 
gued the impropriety and unconstitutionality of the 
people of the North attempting to deprive the peo- 
ple of the South of their slave properiy, which was 
valued at twelve hundred mi'lions of dollars. This 
was the capital, the most available, in fact, upon 
which the Seuth done all its business; and he con- 
sidered that it would be equally constitutional and 
proper for this section of country to make move- 
ments in that Hall and elsewhere, to deprive the 
North of all her manufacturing and other capital, 
the great sources of its wealth, as for the North to 
censpire, for the purpose of depriving the South of 
her slave property. It would be equally a viola- 
tion of the Constitution, and just.ce, and right, in 
one case as in the other. 

Mr. J. argued that it had been a blessing to the 
colored race to keep them in slavery, and drew a 
comparison of their condition im Africa and this 
country. Inthe former, they were litile more in- 
telligent than the ourang Oulang species; but now 
they had become a civilized and Christianized peo- 
ple, and would, under the dispensations of Provi- 
dence, contribute to the spread of Christianity 
throughout the benighted regions of their native 
country. He then referred to the efforts of the State 
which he in part represented, to colonize the Afri- 
can race; and thought the movements of the Aboli- 
tionists had a tendency to retard these humane ef- 
forts. He then referred to the opinions of the 
people of his own district, and pariiculary to the 
society of Friends, who, he said, were as religious 
and as humane as the people of any other district, 
and were opposed te all the movements of the 
Abolitionis's. He commented on the ccurse of 
some gentlemen from the North, who, whilst they 
were contending for the constitutional right of pe- 
titien, blioked their eyes at other provisions of the 
Constitution, which also secured the rights ef the 
people cf the South in this species of property in- 
violate—and which provisions of the Constitution 
these petit oners ask them te violate, and thereby 
violate their oaths. He thought the Representa- 
tives of the North had better tell their wemen pe- 
tinoners to attend to knitting their own hose and 
darning their stockings, rather than come there and 
unsex themselves, be laid on the table; and sent 
10 a Committee to be reported on. He 
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considered the question of Abolition was but One 
degree in the rear of amalgamation. He tt 
mated that the people of Mar) lard, when the pro- 
per time came, would defend their propery to the 
lastextremity, and that they would not submit 0 
have it severed from them except by the sword. 
Mr. J. dwelt at some length up n the re'ative de- 
merits of the propositions before the House, to all 
of which he was opposed, because they presented 
no direct issue upon which to vote; to attain which 
purpose he woud offer, before taking his seat, 
another proposition, and called apon those opposed 
to the Abolitionists to vote for it, and kill the 


hydra, Abolition, in an instant, in such manner that | 


it could not germinate iis species again; and re- 
ferred to a precedent on record io the journals, in- 
volving the sam: principle, that had met the sup- 
port of Messrs. Apams, Granoer, and others, 
whose support he expected to have on his proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. J. said, so far as this question had been con- 
nected with the subject of the next Presidency, he 
regretied it. He thought it was too imporiant and 
vital a question to the interests of the country, to 
be made, in any degree, a party question. He 
believed, theugh he was not formerly in favor of 
Harrison, that the nomination of the Harrisburg 
convention would meet the unanimous support of 
the Whig party, and that they would rally, and 
rout the Administration candidate, ‘‘horse, foot, and 
dragoons.” Mr. Clay, he swid, was his first choice, 
and General Scott his second; but he would now, 
with pride and pleasure, support General Harrison 
for the Presidency. 

Mr. J. after having eulogized Gen. Hariison at 
some length, gave some rea-ons why he thuught the 
South should not oppose him. 

Mr. J. on concluding, offered the following 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Apams, 
striking out all after the word “‘resolved,” and in- 
seriing it as a substitute: 

“That no pet tion, memorial, resolution, or other 
paper praying the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict ef Columbia, or any State vr Territory, or the 
slave trade between the States or Territories of the 
United States in which it now exists, shall be re- 
ceived by this Elouse, or entertained in any way 
whatever.” 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rose, and several gentle- 
men rising nearly at thesame time and claiming 
the floor, the Cairn awarded itto Mr. V. when 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose to a point of order, He 
understood that when a gentieman addressed 
the Cnairn, ho must rise in his place. 
gentleman from New York did not rise in his 

lace. 

The CHAIR said that, according to the usual 
practice of the House, the gentleman was entitled 
to the floor, though he rcse from a seat that was 
nothisown. This practice had never before been 
objecied to. 

Mr. BELL said there was a stronger point of 
order than that. The question before the House 
had not been propounded by the Chair when the 
gentleman arose. 

The CHAIR then stated the question before the 
House io be on the amendment of the gentleman 
frem Maryland [Mr. Jonnson] to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams ] 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then immediately rose and 
claimed the floor. 

After some )emarks from Mr. W. THOMPSON, 

Mr. GIDDINGS took an appeal, but ‘subse- 
quently witndrew it, it having been suggesied to 
him by several of his friends, that it was consistent 
with the usual practice of the Hc use for a gentle- 
man to rise and address the Chair out of his seat. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, rose to a point of 
order. The question he said had not been pro- 
pounded by the Chair, when the member from 
New York obtained the floor. 

The CHAIR said it was true, that when the gen- 
leman first arose, the question had not been pro- 
pounded; but that the Cuair did, after that, state the 


' question to the House, when the member from 


New York, first rising obtained the floor. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said be would put it to the 
consciences of gentlemen, whether it was not high 
time that this interminable and unprofitable debate 
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should close. We had been here n 
weeks, and had, as yet, done nothing b 


early eiph; 


Ut to 
Speaker, and appropriate between three morn 


hundred thousand dollars to pay ourse'ys 
(Mr. Apams here rose and meade a oe 
vf order. His point of ordet was, whether 
at Mr. V. had avowed his intention to moye th; 
previous question, he coull be permitted to maj, 
aspeeh] Mr. V. said he woult relieve the pe, 
tleman from Mas-achusetts. He had only sai 
that he would “probably” move the previous ques. 
tion, but bad not p sively commited himself 
upon that point. It was h's right to speak, and he 
should do so, if he felt tnat the (ecasion 
required it. Had he not spoken before—were 
not his speeches scattered through the 
pages of the debates of this Honse_h, 
wou'd, if any gentleman could be, justifiable jy, 
protracting the debate; for he had been nama 
goaded, pointed at; yes, every possible effort had 
been made to provoke him into this debate, nj 
still he had forborne, from the consideration tha 
what he had thought and said on this Subject 

and what he would again say, if called upon, was 
on recor{, so that all who wished to know coy} 
know what were his sentiments upon this agiratiy 

question. It was “not his talent to conceal }j; 
thoughts,” and his bold and early expression of 
them here and at home, had, at a very early perj d, 
brought him into marked disfavor with the Abolj. 
ticn's's. He had never wooed them; he had never 
won them, as many Northern politicians hai done, 
To show theestimation in which they held hm, 
he need only say, that though he had elways 
had Abolitionists in his district, thy hai 
never sent to him one of thir prtit ons; 
had never entrusted him with the presentati n of 
them here. It had fallen to the lot of other gent}. 
men, his colleagues, who were in greater {ayor 
with them, to present their petitions. He well 
recollected that his “* Whig” colleague [Mr. Grav. 
GER,] who some days since eulogised the Aboii- 
tionists, by tellimg us that so many of them hid 
poured out their bivod at Lundy’s Lane and Chip- 
pewa, had here, some three or feur years ag), 
presented an Abvlition pet-tion from his (Mr. 
V’s.) district. He (Mr V.) had always been wel! 
understood by them. He had always believed, 
and always so expressed himself, that all their 
movements were mischievous, incendiary, insult 
ing to our Southern bre‘hrea, and against the letier 
and spirit of the solemn compact into which we 
had entered with them. He had here always 
voted to receive their petitions; but the moment 
they were presented, he had voted, and would 
again vote, for the strongest possible measure 
to reject their prayer, nail them to the 
table, mingle them with the rubbish of 
your garret, and in the strongest mode mark 
our disapprobation of their object. He wou'd not 
vote for the proposition that the petitons should 
not be received, because he believed that it would 
be creating a new issue, if we adopted such a pro- 
position—an issue which would have the effect of 
re-enforcing the Abolitionists. He had a!wais risen, 
he trusted he wou'd eVer rise, above the m'svra- 
ble attempts that had here been made lo con- 
nect this great and vital question with 
the pitiful, ephemeral party conflicts of the day. He 
had also risen, and would ever r'se above the idea 
of opposing the mad schemes of No: thera Aboi- 
tionists from the narrow cons deration of sustail- 
ing ‘‘ Southern interests and Southern instituiions.” 
He had taken this stand against them, for higher 
and holier purposes. It was to maintan ‘he in- 
terests of the Union, to fulfil onr part of the c:m- 
pact, which firmed this confederacy of Siaies. N», 
it was notas a Northern man, or asa Sou'hein 
man, that he had so long, bere and at home, strug: 
gled to defeat the mad efforts of Norther 
Abolitionists. It was as an American citizen, de- 
termined, at all hazards, to discharge a great and 
paramount duty. As I once before remarked on 
this floor, I tell you, my Southern brethren, the 
great mass of the North will fulfil the compact (0 
the letter and spirit. We recogn:sed your properly 
in slaves when we entered into solemn. covenant 
and union with you. We solemnly agreed tha! 


they should form part of the basis of represenia- 
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tion-om this floor; aND UNTIL WE BECOME 
WRETCRES, AND WHOLLY INSENSIBLE TO THE OBLI- 
gations OF GUVENANT AND DUTY, WE WILL FAITH- 
pouty FULFIL THE Compact. Mr. V. said he would 
now move the previous question. 

Mr. RHETT asked permission to say a few 
words on the subject; but this was denied him. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND then moved a call of 
the House, which was not carried. 

The question was then taken on seconding the 

revious question, and it was carried. : 

The preliminary question “Shall the main ques- 
tion be now pul?” was taken by yeas and nays, 
and decided in the affirmative—yeas 147, nays 61, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judsou Allen, John W. Allen, 
Hug: J. Auderson, Simeon H. Andersoa, Andrews, A‘ler- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne,'Black, Blackwell, Bond, Botts, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Browa, Burke, Samp- 
soa H. Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, W.B. pvell, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Cixapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, 
Dan2, Davee, John Davis, Juin W. Davis, Dawson, De- 
perry, Dennis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornarce, Rice Garland, 
Gentry, an Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green, Griffin, 
Habersham, Hammoad, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, 
Heary, Hill of Virginia, Hoileman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCul- 
Joh, Mciay, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Medill, Mitchell, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Randolph, Rariden, Rey- 
nolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
fimonton, John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, 
fiarkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompeon, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weiler, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, and Worthington—147. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Beil, Biddle, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Da- 
vies, Garret Davis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, Gates, 
Granger, Grinnell, Hall, William 8. Hastings, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Charles. Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemp- 


* shall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, 


Palen, Peck, Pope, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, Stanly, Storre, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
won, Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Williams, 
lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
I and Wise—61. 

Mr. THOMPSON rose to modify his reso}ution 
so as to include the amendment of Mr. Jonnson; 
but this proposition was ruled to be out of order. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Jonnson, and it was carried—yeas 115, 
tays 105. 

The question then coming up on the amendment 
of Mr. Apams as amended, 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a postponement of the 
quetion “till the House was cons:itated;” that is— 
ull the State of New Jersey is represented. 

Toe CHAIR said this motion was not in order. 

The question was then talea on the resolation 
as amended, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
114, nays 108, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Betts, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampeon H. Butler, William O, Buder, Byaum, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carroll, Chapman, 
Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Crockett, Cross, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Deonis, Dillett, Dromgoole, Earl, East- 
man, Fine, Fornance, James Borin, Bice Garland, Gerry, 
Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Haw- 
kins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of N. C. Holleman, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Hubbard, Jameson, Jenifer, Joseph Juhnson, William 
Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, pony teat 
better, Lewis, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCalloh, McKay, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, aanerne yh Se Parish, Parris, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, ffi, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Reynolds, Rheu, Rives, James ers, Sainuels, Shaw, Albert 
Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Wadd Thomp- 
800, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Tarney, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, John White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Willia 
Christopher H. Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, 
Worthington—114. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon H. Anderson, Baker, Barnard, 
Beatty, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Ansoa oe re ag \ Caesy, oem oe 

mes Cooper, Cranston, Gr ur ushing, 
Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, Doan, fee ‘Deacon, Raenee 
Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Gates, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Grinnell, Hall, Hand, William 
8, Hastings, J. Henry, Hoi Hoos, Howard, Hunt, 
Jackson, James, C, Johnston, Keim appa, Lawrence, 
Leet, Leonard, Lincoin, Lowell, Mallory Wate 


Marvi 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Samue Morne, Calv 7 
Morris, Naylor, Newhard, -Parmenter, 
Pa jatar, pans i a Iph, Rariden, Reed, vay 
Blade, John Smith, ‘Truman Smith,’ Star , Btorre, 
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Suary Tillinghass Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Vander- 
= vid D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Wick, Thomas W. 
illiams, and Henry Williame—10s. 


Se the re‘olution, as amended, was adopted, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote taken yesierday, authorizing the 
Clerk to have the printing of the House executed on 
the cheapest terms, &c. It was evident to the 
House, he said, after mature reflection, that it 
would be impossible for the Clerk to comply with 
the terms of the resolution, and conform strictly to 
his duty. He was anxious that it should be more 
particularly defined in its expressions, because the 
Clerk is not limited either as to time, place, or extent. 
His object in moving a reconsijeration was to 
make it move defin'te.. He agreed most cordially 
with the substance of that resvlution—that is, thet 
the prin'ing of the House shall be done at the low- 
esi expense to the Government. He should always 
go for retrenchment and reform; but he was unwil- 
ling to yield to the Clerk the prerogative of the 
House to make its ovn contracts. Much as he 
admired the late manly and candid course taken 
by that officer he was unwilling to give to him the 
unlimited discretion, or to impose on him the re- 
sponsibility contemplated by the resolution. If the 
House would permit him, he would read a resolu- 
ion which he proposed to offer if the reconsidera- 
tion prevailed; and it would then be seen whether 
those gentlemen who were so anxious for eccnomy, 
and for separating the printing of the House from 
the political pres:, were willing to carry out their 
professions. Mr. D. then read his amendment as 
follows: 

Resolved, That this House will now proceed to 
the election of a Public Printer, who shall proceed 
to execute the printing of this House agreeably to 
the requirements and compensation of existing 
laws, until such laws are modified by the legisla- 
tion of Congress; and in the mean time, a commit- 
tee of seven members shall be appointed by the 
Chair, who shall, withia twenty-one legislative 
days from the date of their appointment, report to 
this House what amendments, if any, are neces- 
Siry to the more prompt, perfect, and economical 
execution of the printing of Congress; whether the 
same should be let out to contract, or whether it 
would be more expedient to execute the same by a 
Congressional Printing House, press and type be- 
longing to Congress, and subject toits superinten- 


ence. 

Mr. DAVIS then moved the previous question 
onthe reconsideration, and the motion being se- 
conded by the House, 

Mr. RICE GARLAND ealled for the yeas and 
nays.on the main question, which being ordered, 
the roll was called over, and it was found that there 
were—yeas 110, nays 106. 


YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Mugh J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampeon H. Bnt- 
ler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coies, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, 
Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, teen, Drom- 
fool Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Five, Fisher, Fletcher, 

loyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Joha Hae 
tings, Hawkins, John Hill, of N. C. Holleman, Howard, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Keim, "Kemble, Leaihetter, t, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, 
Lucas, _ McClellan, McOulloh, McKay, Mallery, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mougomery, Samuel, W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Pairis, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rheti, Rives, E/lward ers, 
J: Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, A. Smith, J. Smith, Thomas Sinith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Sweeny, T: 


Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, ander- 
= Davi D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Javed W. 
illianis, Henry Williams, and Worthington—110. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson, An‘irews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Botts, 
Br Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell pone. Chittenden, Clark, James. Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crocke Carti, Cushing Davies,, Garret ‘Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Geatry, G . 

n, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, He- 

rsham, Hall, William 8. Hastin 
Va. Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Han 
Johnston, William Cost Johnson 


Morris, Naylor, Nisbet. Ogle, Osborne Pale 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph Rariden, 


hast, 
Warren, John 


liams, and Henry A. Wise— 106. 


of the resolution, 








Henry, John Hill, of 
James, Jenifer, Charles 
Kem ll,’ Lawrence, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchel Merges, Lavey 

uk, Pope, 


er, Reed, ad i 
Russell, Salionsial', Gorman Simonton, Truman ith, 
Stauly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thormpeoa, Suling.- 
oland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. ner, 
hite, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H.. Walliams, Sherrod Wil- 


The question then recurring upon the adoption 
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Mr. GRAVES asked of the Srzaxen, if Mi das 


in possession of a communication from Mesésts. 
Gales and Seaton, on the sabject of the pablic 
rinting. 

The SPEAKER replying in the affirmative. 
_Mr. GRAVES submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the whole subject of public print- 
ing, together with the communication lately re- 
ceived from Gales and Seaton on that subject, be 
referred to a select committee, to inquire iato the 
best plan of executing the same, and to report by 
bill or otherwise; and that the printi: g which has 
been, or may hereafter be ordered, be executed in 
all things, except prices, in the manner preseribed 
by the joint resolution of Congress relating ta that 
matter, approved March 3, 1819; and the Clerk of 
this House, under the supervision and centrol of 
the Committee cf Accounts, is hereby authorized 
to make a contract or contracts, with some suita- 
ble person or persons, to execute said work, upon 
the best terms it can be done in the District of Co- 
lumbia, provided the prices shall not exceed those 
fixed by the aforesaid joint resolution of 1819. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked if it was ia order for 
the gentleman from Kentucky to move the refo- 
rence of a paper not in the possession of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER aaid 
when 

Mr. GRAVES modified his amendment, by 
s'riking out all that part relating to the commani- 
cation of Gales and Seaton. 

Mr. JAMESON rose to a point of order. The 
gentleman frem Indiana, [Mr. Davis,] he said, 
moved a reconsideration of the vole taken yester- 
day, which reconsideration was ordered by the 
House. But the gentleman, on making the mo 
tion, stated that his object was, if the reconsidera- 
tion prevailed, to offer an amendment, the purport 
of which he stated to the House. The vote, there- 

fore, for reconsideration, was given with the 
understanding that this proposition of the gentle- 
man from Indiana was to be received and acted on, 
and it was not compe ’ent for the Cnair to entertain 
another and distinct proposition as had been offered 
by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The SPEAKER required the gentleman from 
Missouri to reduce his point of order to writing; 
but at this stege of the business, 

Mr. J AMESON yielded the floor toa motion for 
adjournment, and 

e House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenonespay, January 29, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from 
the War Department, in answer to a resolation of 
the Senate of the 30th ult. in relation to the massa- 
cres aud devastatjons committed by the Indians in 
the Territory of Florida; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The CHAIR also submitted a message from the 
President of the United States, supplementary to a 
message received a few days since, in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate, on the subject of the 
Northeastern boundary. The message was read, 
and was as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I herewith transmit to the Senate, with reference 
to their resolutions of the 17th instant, copies of 
two official notes which have passed, subsequently 
to the date of my message of the 22d, between the 
Secretary of State and the British Minister at 
Washington, containing additional information in 
answer to the resolutions referred to. 

: M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasninoton, 29th January, 1840. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuixoton, January 26, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minisier Plenipotentiary, has 
the horor to acquaint Mr, Forsyth, Secretary of 
Siate of the United S'ates, that since the date of 
his last official note of the 12th instant, he has been 
farnithed by her Majesty’s authorities. in, North 
_ America with more-cortect information. than he 


then possessed, respecting certain reposted, move 





it was not in order; 
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ments of British troops within the disputed terri- 
tory, which formed the subjagsof a part of that 
official note, as well as of the 'wo official notes ad- 
dressed by the Secretary of State to the undersigned 
on the 24th of "December, and on the 16th of the 
present month. The same reported movements of 


troops were referred to ina recent message from | 


the Governor of Maine to the Legislature of the 
State, and also in a published official letter ad- 
dressed by the Governor of Maine to the President 
of the United States, on the 23d of December. 

lt appears from accurate information now In the 


possession of the undersigned, that the Governor | 


ot Maine, and, through him, the President, and 
General Government of the United States, have 
been misinformed as to the facts. 
lace, no reinforcement has been marched to the 

ritish post at the Lake Temiscouata, the only 
change occurring there has been the relief of a de- 
tachment of her Majesty’s 24th regiment, by a de- 
tachment of equal force of the 11th regiment; this 
force of one company being now stationed at the 


Temiscovata post, as it always has been, for the | 


neeessary purpose of protecting the stores and ac- 
commodations provided for the use of her Majesty’s 
troops, who may be required, as heretofore, to 
match by that route to and from the Provinces of 
Canada and New Brunswick. I the second 


piace, it is not true that the British authorities | 
either have built, or are building, barracks on both 


sides of the St. Johns river, or at the mouth of the 
Madawaska river; no new barracks have in fact 
been built any where. 
jesty’s authorities are not concentrating a military 
force at the Grand Falls. The same trifling force 
of sixteen men is now stationed at the post of the 
Grand Falls, which has been stationed there for 
the last twelvemonth. 
needless for the undersigned to advert to this last 
matter at all, as the post of the Grand Falls is be- 
yond the bounds of the disputed territory, and 
within the acknowledged limits of New Bruns- 
wick. 


The undersigned, while conveying the above in- | 


formation, upon a matter of fact, to the Secretary 
of State of the United States, takes occasion to 
repeat distinctly his former declaration, that there 


exisis no intention on the part of Her Majesty’s | 


authorities to infringe the terms of those provisional 
agreements which were entered into at the begin- 
ning of last year, so long as there is reason to trust 
that the same will be faithfully adhered to by the 
the opposite party. But it is the duty of the under- 
signed, at the same time, clearly to state, that her 
Majesty's authorities in North America, taking into 
view the attitude assumed by the State of Maine, 
with reference to the boundary question, will, as at 
present advised, be governed entirely by circum- 
stances in adopting such measures of defence and 
protection, (whether along the confines of the dis- 
puted territory, or within that portion of it where 
it has been before explained, the authority of Great 
Britain according, to the existing agreements, was 
not to be interfered with,)as may seem to them ne- 


cessary for guarding against, or for promptly re- | 


pelling, the further acts of hostile aggression over 
the whole of the disputed territory, which it appears 
to be the avowed design of the State of Maine 
sooner or later to attempt. 

For the undersigned has to observe, that nct only 


is the extensive system of encroachment, which | 


was denounced and remonstrated against by the 
undersigned in his official note of the 2d of last 
November, still carried on and persisted in by 
armed bands, employed by the authorities of Maine 
in the districts above the Aroostook and Fish 
rivers; but that acts, as above stated, of a charac- 
ter yet more vivlent and obnoxious to the rights of 
Great Britain, and more dangerous to the preserva- 
tion of the general peace, are with ceriainty medi- 
tated by the inhabitants of that State. The exist- 
ence of such designs has for months past been a 
matter of notoriety by public report; those designs 
were pleinly indicated in the recent message oc the 
Governor of Maine to the Legislature of the State; 
and they are avowed in more explic:t terms in the 
letter addre:sed to the President of the United 
States by the Governor of Maine ‘on the QIst of 
November, which let has, within the last few 


In the first | 


In the third place, her Ma- | 


It was perhaps, however, | 
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days, been communicated to Congress, and pub- '! lemn agreements upon a more secure basis than 
|} colonial discretion, to be exercised on apprehended 


lished. 

The undersigned, it is true, has been assured by 
the Secretary of State, in his note of the-16th inst. 
that the General Government see no reason to doubt 
the disposition of the Governor of Maine to adhere 
to the existing arrangements, and to avoid all acts 
tending to render more difficult and distant the 
final adjustment of the boundary ques'ion. But in 
face of the above clear indications of the intentions 
of Maine, as giver out by the parties themselves, 
the Secretary of State has not given to the under- 
signed any adequa'e assurance that Maine will be 
constrained to desist from carrying those intentions 
into effect, if, contrary to the expectation of the 
General Government, the Legislature or the Ex- 
ecutive of the State should think fit to make the at- 
tempt. 

e undersigned not only preserves the hore, 
but he entertains the firm belief, that if the duty of 
negotiating the boundary question be left in the 
hands of the two National Governments, to whom 
alone of right it belongs, the difficulty of conducting 
the negotiation to an amicable issue wi!l not be 
found so great as has been by many persons appre- 
hended. But the case will become wholly altere, 
if the people of the State of Maine, who, though 
interested in the result, are not charged with the 
negotiation, shall attempt to interrupt it by vi- 
olence. 

Her Majesty’s authorities in North America 
have, on their part, no desire or intention to inter- 
fere with the course of the pending negotiation, by 
an exertion of military force; but they will, as at 
present advised, consult their own discretion in 
adopting the measures of defence that may be ren- 
dered necessaty by the threats of a violent inter- 
ruption to the negotiation which have been used by 
all parties im Maine, and which the undersigned 
regrets to find confirmed by the language (as above 
referred to) employed by the highest official authe- 
rity in that State. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to renew to the Secretary of State of the United 
States the assurance of his distinguished considera- 


tion. 
(Signed) H. 8S. FOX. 
The Hon. Joun Forsytn, &c. &c. &c. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Foz. 
DEPARTMENT oF StaTE, 
Washington, 28:h Jan. 1840. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United 
States, has the honor to reply, by direction of the 
President, to the note addressed to him on the 
26th instant, by Mr. Fox, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain. 

The President derives great satisfaction from 
the information conveyed by Mr. Fox’s note, that 
with reference to the reported movements of British 
troops within the territory in dispute, no actual 
change has taken place in the attitude of her Ma- 
jesty’s authorities in the territory since the arrange- 
menis entered into by the two Governments at the 
commencement of last year for the preservation of 
tranquillity within its limits; and from bis assur- 
ances that there exists no intention on the part of her 
Majesty’s authorities to infringe the terms of those 
arrangements, so long as they are faithfully ob- 
served on the side of the United States. The Pre- 
sident, however, cannot repress a feeling of regret 
that the British colonial authorities, without graver 
motives than the possibility of a departure from the 
arrangements referred to by the State of Maine, 
should take upon themselves the discretion, and, 
along with it, the fearful responsibility of probable 
consequences, of being guided by circumstances, 
liable as theseare tobe misapprehended and mis- 
judged, in the adoption within the disputed terri- 
tory of measures of defence and precaution, in 
manifest violation of the understanding between 
the two countries, whenever they may imagine that 
acts of hostile aggression over the disputed terri- 
tory are mediated or threatened on the part of the 
State of Maine. The President cannot but hope 


that, when her Majesty’s Government at home 
shall be apprised of the position assumed in this 
regard by its coloniel agents, proper steps will ta- 
ken to place the performance of express and s0- 


SS 


disregard of such agreements on the 
State of Maine. . Fart Of te 

It is gratifying to the President to perceive that 
Mr. Fox entertains the firm belief that the} difficy); 
of conducting to an amicable issue the Pending “4 
goliation forthe adjustment of the question of 
boundary is not so great ashas, by many person; 
been apprehended. As, under a corresponding eon, 
viction, the United States have, with a view io the 
final settlement of that exciting question, submitted 
a proposition for the consideration of her Majesty's 
Government, the President hopes that the senrj. 
ments expressed by Mr. Fox have their founda. 
tion in an expectation of his having it in his power 
at an early day to communicate to this Govern. 
ment a result of the deliberations had by that of 
her Britannic Majesty upon the proposition alludcd 
to, which will present the prospect of a prompt and 
satisfactory settlement, and which, when known } 
the Sta'e of Maine, will put an end to all grounds 
of apprehensions of intentiens or dispesition on her 
part to adopt any measures calculated to embar. 
rass the negotiation, or to involve a departure from 
the provisional arrangements. In the existence of 
those arrangements, the United States behold an 
earoest of the mutual desire of the two Goverp. 
ments to divest a question, abounding in causes of 
deep and growing excitement, of as much as poss - 
ble of the asperity and hostile feel'ng it is calcu 
lated to engender; but unless attended with ihe 
most scrupulous observance of the spirit and letter 
of their provisions, it would prove but one more 
cause, added to the many already prevailing, of 
enmity and discord. Mr. Fox has already been 
made the channel of conveyance to his Govern. 
ment of the desire and determination of the Presi. 
dent that the obligations of the country shall be 
faithfully discharged: that desire is prompted by a 
sense of expediency as well as of justice, and by 
an anxious wish to preserve the amicable relations 
now, so manifestly for the advantage of both, sub. 
sisting between*the United States and Great 
Britain. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion 
to renew to Mr. Fox assurances of his distin- 


guished consideration. 
(Signed) JOHN FORSYTH. 
Henry 8S. Fox, esq. &c. &c. &e. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said that as an extra namber 
of the document, to which this was a supplemen', 
had been printed, he would move that five thou- 
sand extra copies be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Sey- 
mour Treat, assignee of John Vanetten, a Cana- 
dian volunteer during the late war, praying to be 
allowed the pay and bounty land to which said 
Vanetten was entitled; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of William 
Ramsay, praying arrears of pay due him, and an 
allowance for certain expenses granted by the De- 
partment, and afterwards revoked; which was !e- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
widow of Jonas Snow, a soldier of the Revolation, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was refet- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of New Jersey, praying an appropri 
ation for placing buoys in the south channel of 
Little Egg Harbor; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG, frem the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the “Iron Mountain 
Company” to enter on a credit a quantity of Jand 
to aid the company in the construction of a railioad 
from the Iron mountain, in the State of Missour, 
to the Mississippi river, and for other purposes 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Commitee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referied a bill for the relief of 
the administrator of Joseph Edson, reported the 
same without amendment, aud with a recommen: 
dation that it do not pass. ; 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, '0 
which was referred a bill for the more easy collec- 
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tion of amall bank notes within the District of Co- 
jambia, reported the same without amendment. 
Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported 
a substitute for the Jast mentioned bill, a bill for 
the collection of bank notes of and under twenty 
do'lars, issued by banks within the District of Co- 
jumbia; which was read, and ordered to a second 


— STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which the subject was referred, re- 

ried a bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
sod others, directors of the association called the 
New England Mississippi Land Company; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the corpo- 
ate authorities of the city of Mobile; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. WEBSTER, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire whether the law respecting 
vessels propelled by steam, does not require revi- 
sion and amendment. 

Mr. W. explained his reasons for submitting the 
motion, and suggested several points for the cen- 
sideration of the committee. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he was much gratified that 
the Senator from Massachusetts had moved in this 
matter. He thought this was a subject that re- 
quired the exercise of the whole power we pos- 
sessed over it; and he, for one, was for exercising 
that power. He would suggest, however, to the 
honorable Senator, the propriety of reducing the 
several points touched upon in his remarks as pro- 
per for the consideration of the committee, to writ- 
jog, SO that we mtght have an answer to each se- 
parate propesition; and the committee could re- 

it by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would most cheerfully 
acquiesce in the Senator’s suggestion; and the reso- 
jaion was accordingly laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 

The bill to establish a board of commissioners to 
hear and examine claims against the United States 
was taken up on its third reading, read a third time, 
and passed. 

THE CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. YOUNG said he was instructed by the Com- 
mitlee on Roads and Canals, to ask that the orders 
of the day might be postponed, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill for the continuation of 
the Cumberland road, in the States of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois, (appropriating $150,000 in 
each of these States for that purpose,) with the ob- 
ject of making it a special order; which, after some 
remarks from Messrs. YOUNG, SMITH, of In- 
diana, TAPPAN and GRUNDY, in favor, and 
Messrs. CLAY, of Alabama, and HUBBARD, in 
opposition, was agreed to—ayes 25, noes 12. 

The bill was then, on motion of Mr. YOUNG, 
made the special order of the day for Wednesday, 
the 12th of February. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

Oa motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill to re- 
peal certain acts respecting navy pensions, and 
making further provisions in relation to navy pen- 
sions was taken ur. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained and advocated the 
Provisions of the bill; when, on motion of Mr. 
SOUTHARD, it was postponed and made the or- 
der of the dav for Monday next. , 

_Mr. PRESTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by unanimous consent, was consider- 
ed and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy furnish 
he Senate with the names of all officers of ihe 
havy who were admitted to the roll of pensions be- 
‘ween the 30th day of June, 1800, the day that 
the act of the 234 April, 1800, for the betier go- 
vernment of the navy, went into operation, and 

first day of January, 1837, designating those 
who were admitted for disabilities, occasioned by 
wounds received in battle, from those who were 

disabled from other causes; also, designating 
the nature and degree of disability in each case, 
and the battle in which such officer was wounded, 
t the occasion, or accident by which he was other- 
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wise disabled; also, the rank of the officers afore- 
said at the time disability occurred, and the nature 
of the service or particular station occupied by 


in each case. 

Theitli to transfer to the citizens of the parish 
of Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the in- 
terest of the United States to a certain tract of 
land ; 

The till to authorise the issuing of a patent to 
the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; 


The bill confirming certain land claims in Loui- || 


siana; and 

The bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacey, were 
severally considered, as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, 

And then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Wenpnespay, January 29, 1840. 

The question pending when the House adjourned 
on yesterday, was the point of order raised by Mr. 
JaMESON as to the right of Mr. Graves to offer the 
resolution below, the rules having been suspended 
for a specific purpose. The following is the reso- 
lution of Mr. Graves: 

Resolved, That the whole subject of public print- 
ing, together with the communication lately re- 


153 


to the gentleman who made the motion. Common 


| courtesy, independent of justice and right, would 


vii , entitle that gentleman to the floor. 
each individual atthe time he may havebeen || 


wounded, oc otherwise injured in the lineofhis || 
duty, together with the per month peusioa granted | 


Should the op- 
posite of the practice obtain, those who voted for a 
suspension of the rules fora specific proposition 
would be entrapped. He did not believe that that 
practice had ever been departed from, until yester- 
day; and if it should be carried out, it would, in his 
opinion, Jead to very bad results; members would 
always be voting inthedark. The gentleman who 
made the proposition yesterday, [Mr. Davis of In- 
diana,] read to the House the proposition he in- 
tended to offer, and moved the reconsideration of 
a vote to enable him to submit it; but a combination 
had been formed to deprive that gentleman of 
the floor, after the vote had been reconsidered. 
Such combinations might be formed on every o'her 
question, and defeat the purpose of the suspension 
or reconsideration as it might be. On this occa- 
sion, the gentleman from Indiaha, [Mr. Davis,] the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Graves,] and the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisg,] all rose 
atthe same time, but the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky got immediately in front of the gentleman 
from Indiana, and the &peaker awarded the fluer 
to him, and his proposition being raled out of order, 
Mr. Wise handed over his proposition to him. 


| Thus it will be seen that adroit members, under 
| the Speaker's decision, will have the best chance; 


|, and that if sustained, the Speaker can give the 


ceived from Gales and Seaton on that subject, be | 


referred to a select committe, to inquire iato the 
best plan of executing the same, and to report by 
bili or otherwise; and that the printing which has 
been, or may hereafter be ordered, be executed in 
all things, except prices, in the manner prescribed 
by the joint resolution of Congress relating to that 
matter, appreved March 3, 1819, and the Clerk of 
this Honse, under the supervision and contro! of 


the Committee of Accouuts, is hereby anthorized | 


to make a contract of contracts, with some suita- 
ble person or persons, to execute said work, upon 
the best terms it can be done in the District of Co- 
lumbia, provided the prices shall not exceed those 
fixed by the asoresaid joint resolution of 1819. 

Mr. PARMENTER, by the permission of the 
gentleman entitled to the floor, asked Jeave to pre- 
sent to the House a petition from the Third Con- 
gressional district of Massachusetts, contesting the 
right of Mr. Baker to hold a seat on this floor, and 
praying an investigation into the matter. 

Objection being made to its reception, 

Mr. PARMENTER said he would not, at that 
time, press a suspension of the rules to enable him 
to offer it. 

Mr. CURTIS also made an attempt to present 
a petition, but it was also ubjected to. 

Mr. JAMESON then reduced his point of order 
to writing, and was as follows: 

“The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Davis] 
moved the reconsideration of a vote given on yes- 


terday upon a resolution requiring the C'erk to | 
contract tor the printing of the House upon the | 


cheapest terms, tor the purpose of introdacing ano- 
ther proposition on that subject, which was read to 
the House; the motion to reconsider was carried; 
that being announced by the Cuair, the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Davis,] and the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Graves,] rose at the same 
time, and addressed the Speaker. The Speaker 
announced the gentleman from Kentucky as be- 
ing entitled to the flcor, and entertained a preposi- 
tion from that gentleman, different to the one read 
by the gentleman from Indiana; upon which state- 
ment of fac’s the following point of order is raised, 
to wit: That the gentleman from Indiana is enti- 
tled to the flcor for the purpose of introducing the 
proposition, which he announced to the honorable 
House he would introduce, if the motion to reccn- 
sider was adopted.” 

Mr. JAMESON said, in looking over the jour- 
nal, he found that it had been the invariable prac- 
tice of the House, when the rules had been sus- 
pended on the motion of a gentleman, for a specific 
object, the floor was always givemby the Speaker 


|| tent. 
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| floor to those whose propositions he favors, and 


thus direct the legislation of Congress. These gen- 
tlemen, he said, had been the most fortunate this 
session in catching the Speaker's eye, and hence 
they have directed the legislation to a great ex- 
He called upon the young members whose 
rights might be abridged by those who were pos- 


| sessed of so much adroitness and tact in obtaining 


the floor to beware how they sustained this de- 
cision. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved the previous question on 
the appeal,which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and wese—yeas 104, 
nays 92. 

So the decision of the Speaker was sustained. 

Mr. GRAVES then addressed the House on his 
proposition, and in the course of his remarks he 
gave way to 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

‘And into the expediency of entirely separating 
the patronage from the newspaper or public press 
of the country.” 


Mr. PARMENTER, in answer to some of Mr. 
Graves’s remarks in reference to the price of the 
printing done for the Massachusetis Legislature, 
said that he had no doubt but the gentleman 
was correct as to the prices, but that it ought to be 
recollected that the amount of it was comparative- 
ly so small, that there were many large establish- 
ments in Boston who could perform it as incidental 
to their general business. Public printing could be 
done much lower in Bcston than here, as well for 
the reason he had mentioned as from the circum- 
stance that the composition was principally per- 
formed by females who worked for considerably 
less than what was paid here. He would add, 
that, in his experience in the Massachuset's Legis- 
lature, he had often known that body to be sub- 
ject to mach embariassment and delay of business 
in consequence of their printing not being done in 
time. 

Mr. DAVIS said that before he proceeded, he 
desired to know whether it was in order for him to 
offer an amendment to the prop‘sition of the gen- 
tlemas from Kentucky, (Mr. Graves ] 

The SPEAKER replied that it was nct. The 
question was on the amendment sabmitted by the 
gentieman from Lou's ana, [Mr. GarLanp.} 

Mr. DAVIS desired to know whether it was 
competent forthe gentleman from Keutucky, ‘he 
gentleman from Lou siana, and the Speaker, to 
decide what proposition is tefore the Huuse, with- 
out its knowledge and consent. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Lovisiana, called Mr. D. 
to order; when : 

Mr. DAVIS disclaimed any intention of impugn- 
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_ing the motives of the Cuam. He asked for in- 
formation, whether a gentleman who had the flocr 
on & proposiion he had submitted, could ali w 
another to offer an amendment to it without its be- 
ing stated to the House, and thus cat off all other 
amendmen's. 

Mr. CRAIG made a few observations which 
were not distinc'ly heard—but he was unders'ood 
to contend that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Louisiana was hot and could not be befure 
the Houre—it having been offered while a gentle- 
man was addressing the House, by his yielding the 
floor, and it not having been propounded by the 
Crain. He said that it was competent for the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to receive the proposit on of 
the gentleman from tL sdtcioha asa modification, 
and make it part of his prop’sition. It would then, 
being part of the original proposition, be subject to 
an amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana contended that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky had no right to yield the 
floor to the gentleman from Louisiana to offer an 
amendment, and then immediately go on with his 
rematks. The gentleman could not in this way 
offer an amendment, without the consent of the 
House, and the amendment was not propounded 
to the House by the Chair. If this decision was 
sustained, the House would perceive that any two 
geatlemen couid combine together, and, in this 
way, cut off all amendments. It was known, Mr. 
D. said, that he was about to offer an amendment 
from the fact of his having moved the reconsidera- 
tion; and this amendment of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, if it was sustained by the Chair, pre- 
cloded him frem doing it. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested that the proposition of 
the gentleman from Kentucky was, of itself, an 
amendment to an amendment; and therefore, it was 
not competent either for the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana or the gertleman from Indiana to move to 
amend it. 

Mr. DAVIS appehended that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, with all his acknowledzed know- 
ledge cf parliamentary law, was in anerror. The 
House had adopted a ceriain rule, and no matier 
whether it had been emended or not, before its 
adoption, it stocd on the record asa rule of the 
House. He hed moved a reconsideration, and 
that motion prevailing, the whole rule and not the 
amendment came up for for reconsideration. 

Mr. WISE understood the facts to be these: 
There was a substantive proposition adopted in re- 
lation to the public printing. ‘The gentieman from 
Indiana [Mr. Davis] voted in the affirmative, ani 
ye-terday moved a reconsideration of the vote 
adopting it, which reconsideration prevailed. What, 
then, was the sabstantive proposition before the 
House? Why it was the proposition of the gentle- 
man fiom Obio that was adopted as an amend- 
ment. When, therefore, the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky introduced his proposition, he introduced it 
as anamendment to an amendment, and, there- 
fore, neither the gentleman from Louisiana, nor 
the gen iewan from Indiana could move to amend it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said the matier struck him 
d fferently. It was a resolution of the gentleman 
from Virginia, in which was incorporated an 
amendment that was offered by the gentieman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Gippincs,) that was adopted; and the 
motien of the gentleman irom Indiana was a pro- 
position to reconsider that resolution as a whole, 
and nt apartofit. It was clear that this was the 
understanding of both the gentlemen from Ken- 
tacky and Louisiana. 

Mr. DAVIS. In orJer to set that matter right, 
I ask if it be in order to amend thé propes.tion of 
the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The SPEAKER said it was not. The amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Gartanp,| had precedence. 

Mr. VANDEREOEL appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Crair. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said he objected to 
the genileman’s making a point of order without 
reducing it to writing. 

Mr. VANDERPO&L. It is not a point of crider, 
bat an appeal from the decision of the Cmair; and 
T ask the g:n'leman from South Carolina i! be can 
find any authority in parliementary law, or the 
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rules of the House, for requiring a member to re- 
duce an appeal to writing. Mr. V. then stated the 
grounds on which he took the appea'. 

(Here several voices were heard saying it is too 
late now to appeal 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said the objection was made 
the very first opportunity that occurred. He did not 
wish to interrupt the genileman from Kentucky 
while he was speaking, though he koew it was out 
of order for him to yield the floor merely for the 
purpose of having an amendment offered, but he 
made the objection as soon as that gentle- 
man had concluded. He contended that the objec- 
tion was made in time, and that it was not in 
the power cf one gentleman to bargain away the 
rights of others to his favorites. ‘The abuses to 
which this practice would lead were obvious. 
One gentleman, in the midst of his speech, yields 
the floor to ano'her, who requests him to do so; 
that member offers his amendment, makes a long 
speech, and, in his turn, yields the floor to the 
friend who had so kindly accommodated him. 
Thas, (said Mr. V.) by the bland courtesy of two 
geatiemen towards each other, they m/ght con'rol 
the business of the House. Now, he would pat it 
to the common sense of the House whether this 
practice was to be tolerated?) What were the rules 
of the House founded on, if not on reason and 
ccmmon sense? and he would ask if this dangerous 
practice was consistent with either? He denied the 
right of the gentleman from Keatucky to yield the 
fluor to another. for the purpose of letting in 
an amendment. If the gentieman had yielded 
the floor, and accepted the proposition of 
the gentleman from Louisiana as a mo- 
dification, and he begged the House to mark 
the di-tinction, it would have been in order, 
andconsistent with the usual custom of the House; 
for a proposition accepied as a modification, be- 
comes part of the primilive propcsition, and is sus- 
ceptible of amendment; but an amendment let in 
in this irregalar way, without the consent of the 
House, cut off all amendments that others might 
wish to offer. 

Mr. R.GARLAND con‘ended that it was per- 
fectly in order for him te move the amendment 
by the permission of the genileman from Ken- 
tucky who was entiled to the floor. He 
denied that the gentleman from Indiana had a right 
to complain as if he had not offered the ameadmeunt, 
any other gentieman might have risen and cb‘ained 
the floor before him, and thus cut off his amend- 
ment. If gentlemen did not like his amendment, 
all they had to do was to vote it duwn. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, was not 
surpri:ed that a young member like the member 
from Indiana, [Mr. Davis,}] should have objec'ed 
to the decision of the Cuair, but he confessed that 
he was mach astonished that an.old member, of 
the intelligence of the gentleman from New York, 
and who was one of the leaders of his party, should 
risk his high reputation by such an absurdily as 
taking an appeal from it. What was the genile- 
man’s proposiion? Not that the amendment was 
not in order, but that it was moved by a sort of 
concert between the gentleman from Kentucky 
and the gentieman from Louisiana. The gentle- 
man complained of the arrangement. Why, did 
not the gentilemau koow that no such an arrange- 
ment was binding on the House, and that when a 
gentleman yielded the floor, for the purpose of oi- 
fering an amendment, avy gentleman who could 
get up before him had the right to claim it. 

Mr. SMiTH, of Maine, observed that the gen- 
ilemaa from South Carolina [Mr. THompson] ex- 
pressed himself as perfectly astounded that an old 
member of the intelugence and standing of the gen- 
teman from New York, should be willing to risk 
his reputation by committing such an absurdity as 
appealing from the decision of the Chair, which 
was under consideration. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, rose to 
explain. He was surprived that a gentleman of 
the intelligence of the gentleman from New York, 
should have taken the appeal, but he would not 
have been surprised if the gentleman from Maine 
had cone it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, continued. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, he said, had not 












added to the point of his remarks, and }; 
at wit was per‘ecily lost on him, ( om er 
tleman would not have been surprived had the 
peal been made by a young member like the on.” 
man from.Ind ana, but was surprised an: —, 
that itshould have been made bya 
the experience and intelligence of 
from New York. Now (:aid Mr.8.) this 
member from Indiana is ,an older member re 
floor, than the chivalrous gentlen : 
Carolina. r an from Bout 

Mr. THOMPSON here called the 
from Maine to order. Gentleman 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine. The gentleman vil 
put his peint of order in writing. . 
Mr THOMPSON then reduced his Point of order 
o writing, as follows: 

“The member from South Carolina caljs 1}. 
member from Maine to order, because no wen. 
ber has a right to allude to another by name, c+ , 
speak of him otherwise than as the honcrabie gen, 
tleman. The member from South Carolina objects 
to the term ‘chivalrous’ being applied to him, an4 
especially by the gentiemaa from Maine.” 

The SPEAKER said that the point raised by the 
geatleman from South Carolina was no point of 
order, and that the gentleman from Maine, thers 
fore, was not out of order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, asked that the point of 
order made by the gentleman might be read; an; j 
was then read accordingly. 

Mr. 8. continued. He did not expect, he said 
so high a compliment from the gentleman as that 
he should have objected to his calling him the ¢hi. 
valrous gentleman. Now would net the genie. 
man have objec‘ed to his app'ying to him the term 
“unchivalrous?” If he had done so, he did not 
know what might have been the consequence. The 
gentleman would perhaps have staried up, armed 
with pistols, bowie koives, and other mortal we 
pens. Ifthe gent.eman objecied to his alluding to 
him in so complimentary a manner, he hardly 
knew how he could please him; bat if he would 
only te'l him how to desigaate him in future, 
would do so with pleasure. 

Ifthe gentleman was surprised, astounded, and 
astonished that the. gentieman from New York 
should make this appeal, he confessed that he was 
surprised that the gentleman, whose knowledge of 
the rules of order was not inferior to that of an 
one in the House, should be so perfec'ly obtuse it 
his understanding, as not to see that this decision 
of the Cuain was made in violation of the esa 
blished laws of parliamentary bodies, and would 
establish a dangerous and inconvenient precedent. 
Did he not see that, if sustained, it would be in the 
power of any two gentlemen to submit a propos: 
tion, and to shape, and mould it,so as to suit thei 
purposes, in opposition to the will of the House? 
If the gentleman from South Ca'olina was so asio 
nished at the appeal taken by the gentleman from 
New York, he would be equally so when the voie 
of two members reversed the deci-ion. Were all 
those who opposed this decision, so very s.uped : 
to be wholly :goorant of the rules that governed 
parliamentary bodies, while the gentleman hin 
self and his patty only were enlightenec? Are 
we all, asked Mr. S. so very stupid as to be ent 
tled to the contempt of the gentleman? No, sit: 
appears to me that this decision is a vio'ation of @ 
the rules, as well of common sense as of parlia 
mentary bodies. To permit a practice of tlis kind 
would be to permit any two gentlemen to man’ 
the legislation of the House as they p'eased. H 
did not believe it wasright for one gen'leman (4 
transfer his right 1o the floor w another, as was ™ 
often done. Mr. &. said he had a word to say° 
the main question, which he hoped he would ba 
an oppertunity of submiiting to the House. 

Mr. WISE rose to put an end to this debate 
and to appeal to honorable gentlemen on all sidé 
in behalf ef the Speaker. He had witnessed (” 


Beutleman of 
the gentleman 


said) more vexatious pints of order and appt 
in this session, than he had ever known 10" 
course of the seven years he had been in"? 
House. He did think, when they el 
Speaker at the beginning of the session, after mud 
difficulty, and in a manner in which both par 
had united, that the members would have eusta!” 
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yim in preserving the order and business of the 
Hoose. He hoped, therefore, gentiemen on all 
would sustain the Speaker, and show their 
qisappropation of these continual appeals and 
nts of order. Mr. W. concluded by moving the 
jus question. 
reir. BANKS asked his colleazue (Mr. W'se] 
to withdraw his motion, in order to enable him to 
explain hrs reasous for voting to sustain the deci- 
sion of the Cuair. 

Mr. WiSE declined. He had already been ap- 

lied to by other gentiemen, and had been com- 

jied, from a sense of duty, to refu-e. 

The previows question having been seconded 
py the House, and the preliminary question hav- 
ing been carred, — 

The main question was taken, and resulted in 
sustaining the decision of the Cuain—yeas 126, 


nays 71. : 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 30, 1840. 

Mr. PHELPS prevented resolutions of the Le- 
gilarure of Vermont, in favor of a distribution of 
ihe proceeds of the sales of the public lands; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Puble 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 





Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from | 


citzens of Boston, praying for the allowance of 
drawoack on foreiga coal consamed in steampack- 
ets: which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of citizens of 
§. Josephs, Fiorida, praying for a division of the 
collection district; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Apalachicola, pray- 
ing fur the erection of a light-house at Cape San 
Blas; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a petition of 
citzens of that State jor a change of mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr C. also presented the memorial of William 
Morrow, praying remuneration for the violation of 
a contract; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claitas. 

Mr. WILL'AMS presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Maine, prayiog for a reduction in the rates 
of postage; wh’ch was referred to the Commitiee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of the le- 
gal representatives of John G. Mackall; which was 
relerred to the Committee on C/aims. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying for the improvement of the 
navigation of Bayou Bartholomew; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of John 
Child, Daniel L. Miller, and other citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The motion to receive was, 

On mption of Mr. KING, laid on the table. 

Mr. 8. also presented the petition of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, on the subjeet of the transfer of 
American vessels to foreigners, and praying for the 
adoption of measures to suppress the slave trade; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of the 
sureties of Archibald H. Sneed; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr, SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petion of Robert 
Griguon, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred 

The peistion of Louis M. Rivard; 

he petition of Mary Biakesle and Unis Starr; 

The petition of Eliza Delacour; and 

The petition of Bet:ey Booth; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
lv be printed, 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, asked to 
te discharged from the further consideration of the 
Pelitien ef Willam Tracy, and that .itbe referred 
‘0 the Commitee on Public Lande; which -was 
agreed te. 
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ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

Mr. GRUNDY, fiom the Select Committee, to 
which was referred the resolution submitted some 
time since by Mr. Benrox, in oppos tion to the as- 
sumption of the debts of the States by the General 
Government, said he was directed to make a report 
thereon. It would be proper for him to. say 
the committee were divided on the adoption cf the 
report, five being in favor of it, and two—the Sen- 
ater from Mary'and [Mr. Merrick] and the Se- 
nator from Indiana {Mr. Smrrx]—being opposed 
to it. 

The report was then read. It argued at length, 
and with great ability, the unconstitutional:ty and 
inexpedieacy of the assumption of State debts by 
the General Government, and concluded with reso- 
lutions of the same tenor. 

After a debate in which Messrs. GRUNDY, 
BENTON, and BROWN advocated and sustaine1 
the doctrines of the report, and Messrs. CRIT- 
TENOEN, WEBSTER, SOUTHARD, and 
PRESTON, opposed them, 

On motion of Mr. KiNG, 

It was recommitted to the select commiltee, 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 30, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be the amend rent of the gen'leman from 
Louisiana [ Mr. Garvanp] t> the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Graves,] on the 
subject of the pub’ic printing. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana rose, and said it was 
well known to the House, that all his acts, since he 
had the honor of a seat here, had been of that cha- 
racter that would conduce most to the expediting 
of the public business; and therefore, though he had 
inended to have replied, and, in justice to himself, 
should have replied to the remarks of the genile 
man from Kentucky, yet he would forego this 
sense of duty, aad make another effort to bring 
about a vote of the Hlouse on the proposition he 
submitied the day before yesterday, and for which 
he moved the reconsideration. He should, on this 
occasion, make an effort to lay the p:oposition 
now before ihe House on the table, with a view to 
present the resolution which he proposed one or 
two days before; and, in order that he might un- 
derstand his own postion, he would ask of the 
Cnair if it would be in order for him to move to 
lay the amendment of the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana (Mr. Garvanp] on the table, without taking 
with it the proposition of the geatleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Graves. } 

The SPEAKER replied that a vote to lay the 
amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana on 
the table, would necessarily carry with it the other 
amendment and the resolution itself. 

Mr. DAVIS. Weil, sir, in order that we may 
get as soon as possible to the transaction of the 
business of the country, which, I am admonished 
on all hands, that we ought to do, I will forego the 
duty which seems to devolve on me of justifying 
myself by a few remarks in reply to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, and submit a proposition which 
will enable us to proceed to that business 
in a constitutional form, acting under the existing 
laws which prescribed the manner in which the 
public printing shall be done, and acting also under 
the resolution that was adopted some dayjs sinc», 
that we should go iato the election of a public 
printer. Mr. D. then said he would move to lay 
the amendments on the table, for the purpose of 
taking up the proposition which he would now 
submit. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could not 
move to lay one proposition on the tab'e, and de- 
signa‘e the one that was to be talieo up. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, I willtake another 
course. I will move to lay tse propositions now 
before the House on the table, wih a view of of- 
fering the proposition that I now send to the Caair 
as a substtute,and I hope geatiemen will ali vote 
with a full uaderstanding of the proposition that is 
to be offe-ed. 

Mr. BLACK, with the permiss‘on of the gentle- 


man who was entitled to the floor, said he would 
| 86nd to the Craina proposition which he intended 
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to offer in cass the motion of the gentleman to lay 
the amendments on the table should prevail. Mr. 
B. then sent his proposition to the Crain, and de- 
sired that it might be read for the infurmation of 
the House. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana requested that his pro- 
position might be read, and the CLERK read it as 
tollows: 

Resolved, That this House will now proceed to 
the election ofa public Printer, who shall proceed 
to execute the printing of this House agreeably to 
the requirements and compensation of existing 
laws, until such laws are modified by the legisla- 
tion of Congress; and in the mean time, a commit- 
tee of seven members shall be appointed by the 
Cuair, who shall, within twenty-one legislative 
days from the date of their appointment, report to 
th's House what ameniments, if any, are neces- 
sary to the more prompt, perfect, and economical 
execution of the printing of Congress; whether the 
same should be let out to coniract, or whether it 
would be more expedient toexecute the sane by a 
Congressional Printing House, press and type be- 
longing to Congress, and subjectto its superinten- 
dence. 

Mr. 
follows: 

Reso'ved, That the House proceed instanter to the 
election of a Printer,and that as soon as the elec- 
tion shall have taken place,a committee of five 
members be elected viva voce by the House, to con- 
sider and investigate the subject of the public 
printing. and report to this House within ten days 
after their electin, what price cught to be paid as 
a just andreasonable compensation to the Printer 
elect, for services by him to be performed, having 
due regard in their estimate to the quantity, 
quality, and due execution of the work. 

Resolved, further, That the Printer shall be elect- 
ed with the express understanding taat he is to well 
and truly do and execute all the printing ordered 
from and afier his e'ection upon the terms, in the 
manner, and at the rates and prices which shall be 
prescribed by this Flouse, upon the reception of the 
report of the said Committee of Investigat on; and 
that said committee be instructed to inquire and re- 
port upon the propriety and expediency of entirely se- 
parating the patronage of the Government from the 
newspaper or publ.c press of the country; and that 
said report, when made, shall be the special orier 
of the day, and have precedence over all other 
business until the subject shall be finally cis- 
posed of. 

Mr. BLACK then said,I give notice that T shall, 
at a proper time, move the adoption of the resolu- 
tion which bas been just read. 

Mr. moved a call of the House; 
which motion was carried by yeas 170, nays 14. 

The roll was then called over, when it appeared 
that 218 members answered to their names; and 
efter calling the absentees and excusing some of 
the members who were absent from indisposition, 
severa) others attended. 

Mr. BLACK moved that all further proceedings 
under the ca!! be dispensed with. 

Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which having been ordered, the ques- 
tion resulted in yeas 120, nays 87. 

Mr. BLACK then inqarred if the motion to lay 
the amendments on the table prevaiied, whether it 
wou'ld be in order to submit any other proposition 
in relaticn to the matter? 

The SPE4KER said that ancther propesi'ion 
would not be in order, if there should be aay busi- 
ness having priority over it. 

Mr. RAMSEY inquired whether, if the amend- 
ments were laid on the table, it would require a 
vote of two-thirds to go into the election of 
Printer. 

Mr. WISE pfrotes'ed against the Cnatr’s an- 
swering these preliminary questions. 

The SPEAKER suid it certain y wou'd not re- 
quire a vote cf two-thirds to proceed to the elec- 
tron of Princer. . . 

The ques ion was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, which was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 115, nays 108, a8 follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. J. Allen, H J; sod, 


therton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, well ster 
Aaron V, Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burts, Willers Bute! 


BLACK’S resolution was then read as 
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Wagner, Warren, John White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—108, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, then submited his re- 
solation. 

Mr. BLACK asked the gentleman to give way, 
in order that he might offer his resolution asa 
substitute. 

Mr. DAVIS aske‘ the gentleman to read his re- 
solution, in order that he might judge whether he 
would accept it or not; but he was interrupted by 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, whe contended 
that the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
was not in order, and that no gentleman could, at 
that period of the day, offer any resolution or pro- 
position of any nature, to take precedence of the 
general orders. 

Mr. RAMSEY called on the gentleman to re- 
duce this point of order to writing, and the Speak- 
ER requiring it 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana reduced his poiat 
of order to writing, and it was read. 

The SPEAKER then decided that the resolution 
of the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Davis] was 
not then in order, because there was business on 
the calendar having precedence over it, and that 
that business was the unexecuted order that the 
House would proceed to the election of a Prin‘er. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana said he now moved that 
the House proceed to the election of a public Print- 
er; and that on that motion he moved the previous 
question, 

Great confusion and cisorder prevailed, and 
amid repeated calls to order, 

Mr. BRIGGS ro:e, and said he understcod the 
Srearenr to declare that the first business in order 
was the election of Printer. Now, to reach that 
order, was it not necessary that a mction should be 
made to proceed to the election? Mr. B. made 
some other remarks, which the Reporter was una- 
ble to hear; but concluded with asking the 
Speaker, in order that he might fully understand 
his decision, what was the business first in order 
before the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was the unexecuted or- 
der for the election of Printer. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired if the resolution of the 
genileman from Georgia, for postponing the elec- 
tion, and 1eferring the whole matter to a commit- 
tee, together with the other resolutions that had 
been submitted on the subject, did not come up 
with it? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I understand that the 
Sreaker has decided that the first business in order 
is the election of Printer. 

The SPEAKER. That is the understanding of 
the Cuair. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the election of Printer, and on that motion 
I call for the previous question. Mr. D. also said 
that be nominated Biair and Rives for the office. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN also nominated Brair and 
Rives. 

Mr. SMITH. I have already nominated Biair 
and Rives some days ago, and that nomination 
stands. 

Mr. GARLAND of La. appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Crair, and addressed the House at 
some length in support of the appeal. 

Mr. BANKS observed that he did not rise for 
the purpose of raising questions of order, or in any 
way retarding the business of the House. He had 
concurred with the Speaker in the decisions which 
he had given within the two last days, and from 
which appeals had been taken, and notwithstand- 
ing the array of parliamentary rales which the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Gartanp] had 
brought forward, he entirely concurred with him 
new. He thought he should be able to show that 
the decision of the Speaker was in strict con- 
formity with parliamentary law, and that the 
rules quoted by the gentleman had no application 
in this case. This was not a resolution, such as 
are ordinarily offered for the consideration of the 
House, and within the contemplation of the rules 
the gentleman referred to; but it was a resolution 
for the purpose of carrying into effect a law of the 
Jand. It was a resolution, in fact, to complete the 
organization of the House, and absolutely neces- 
sary for a correct discharge Of the public business. 
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Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt 
Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
Johiu Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, oe, Dun- 
can, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Gerry, Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, John Hiil of North Carolina, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson. Joseph 
Johnson Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickins, Prentiss, Ram- 
sey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weiler, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams and Worthington—115, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, William B. 
Campoell, ‘Carter, Casey, Chittenden, James Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Grinaell, Hall, Wm, 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, John Hill of 
Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin. Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
It was, therefore, of the same importance on the 
calendar as a bill. Can you then (said Mr. B ) to 
set aside this resolution, violate the laws of the 
land? What stood the first in order in the calen- 
dar? It wasaresclution adopted by the House 
that it would forthwith proceed to the election of 
a public Printer—and that order, instead of having 
been executed, was arrested by a postponement till 
the 10th of the present month. The order, there- 
fore, was now before the House, the day to which it 
was postponed having expired. Suppose the House 
had postpened a bill until the 10th day of the 
month, and that day bad passed by, would it not 
then come up in i's regular order on the caien“ar, 
and take precedence in its tara?’ And was net this 
order for the election of a Printer on the calendar, 
in the same standing as if it were a bill? Surely I 
was, and the decision of the Speaker was in str ct 
conformity with parliamentary law, and this elec- 
tion ought to have been gone into long ago. When 
that was done, it would be competent for the House 
to raise a committee for the purpose of examining 
into the prices paid for public printing, and to re- 
duce them if found to be too high. In that ma‘ter 
he would go as faras him who went farthest; but 
the business now was that which was first on 
the calendar, and it could not be set aside 
by any point oforder. We are bound, said Mr. 
B. to act on thatorder, to execute or rescind it as 
the House may determine, but it cannot be set 
aside. The gentleman from Lou'siana, [Mr. Gar- 
LARD,] had addressed the House twice on the sub- 
ject of his appeal, andas he was not disposed to 
occupy the time of the House, he would call for 
the previous ques'ion on the appeal. 

Mr. LOWELL called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The two preliminary questions were then put, 
and carried, after which 

The main question was put, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 135, nays 64. 

So the House sustained the decision of the 
Curair. , 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, here withdrew his -mo- 
tion for the previous question, at the request of 

Mr. BLACK, whoasked if it was in order to 
amend the the resolution unZer which the House 
was now acting. He was unwilling he said to go 
into the election of Printer, without showing to the 
world the grounds on which he acted. 

The CHAIR was of epinion that the reso!ution 
could not be amended; but that the gentleman 
could move to postpone it. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not wish to interfere 
with the order of doing tusiness in the House, but 
he would submit to gentlemen on all sides of the 
Tiouse whether it would not be better, before 
they went into the election of Printer, to adopt 
the resolution he had submitted. He hoped they 
would egree, by universal consent, to accept 
his proposition, in order that they might throw 
around the person or persons they should elect 
those restrictions, which were necessary for the 
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protection of the public interests. If entlem 
either side of the House wished to a ro 
professions of economy and watchful regard of the 


ublic interes's, now was the time for the 
f orward. ™ 10 come HE cet 

Mr. WISE wished to state to the gentleman fro * 
Georgia one objection he had to his resolution ; 
which, if removed, he would give his consent io - . 
introduction. He had made a resolution never Cc 
long as he lived, to vote for any man as Print; of ” 
the House, who was editor of a politica! Paper. Tp 
separate the public printing from the political press M 
was a reform which the country loudly call-d for: ar, | 
as no party could expect long to retain the ascenden. bei 
cy, it would be for the interest of both parties to seize wt 
this favorable opportunity for making the Separa- , 
tion. The resolution, if adopted, might justify the he 
gentleman in voting for Brain and Rives, or it ' 
might promote the election of GaLes and Searoy. bi 
For his part, he would vcte for neither; anq he | 
hoped the House would direct the CLerk to put oy, e 
its printing to the lowest bidder, until they coy\; - 
get areport of a committee, and until they coy); | 
adopt this great reform that he had suggested. 

Mr. BLACK said he understood the genilemay tin 
from Virginia as objecting to the reception of bs HF ¢, 
resolution; and if it could not be received by gene. n¢ 
ral consent, he should not consider it necessary {or = 
him to press it at this time, and he would therefore 
withdraw it. e 

Mr. STANLY then moved to postpone the fu. pt 
ther execution of the order until the 10th day of 
February next, for the purpose of offering another 3 
proposition, and addressed the House for a shor on 
time in support of his motion; when 

Mr. CRARY rose to the following point of or. w 
der, which, at the request of the Crair, he reduced 
to wriling: W 

“That the question before the House not being ta 
debatable, a nomination for the election of Printer ne 
having been made, the motion to postpone, of the 
member from North Carolina, is not in order.” y 

After a few remarks from Mr. TILLING. 
HAST, C; 

The CHAIR decided that the motion for pos. 4) 
ponement was in order. B 

Mr. CRAIG said he would appeal from that de yy 
cision; and in support of that appeal, argued thaw 
the House, having determined forthwith to proceed T 
to the election of Printer, no other motion coudi  o 
be entertaine1. Without looking to parliamentary M 
law as to the propriety of admitting the motion (uf phy 
postponement, common sense itself, he thought, 
would dictate the inadmissibility of it. The Huei y 
having determined forthwith to doa certain thing, M 
mo'ion to postpone would present in itself a periece wy 
absurdity. There was but one single individual whol fy 
objected to the execution of the order, and he put ¥ 
it to the House-whether it would give it into tbe 
power of that individual to defeat its legislaiong gy 
Mr. C. after a few more remarks, moved the pi p 
vious question on the appeal. ; m 

The call for the previous question having bee ke 
seconded by the House, and the preliminar fc 
question, “Shall the main question be now pul: e} 
having beer. put and carried, . C 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if, when the resolutiot 
for the election of Printer was up, it was not so fag 
executed that a nomination was made. . 

The SPEAKER said that there was a nomine ; 
tion. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN would inquire of the Cua! : 
if the House had not proceeded so far in the execu ‘ 
tion of the order for the election of Printer, the 7 
there was a nomination made, and whether it ¥ : 
not arrested by the motion of the gentleman ffot : 
North Caroliaa, while in the progress of & 3 
ecution. Q 

The SPEAKER replied that he had already @ t 
swered that there was a nomination. th 

The question was then taken on the appeal, # . 
it resulted in sustaining the decision of the Cais : 
yeas 126, nays #9. 

Mr. STANLY then resumed the tloor, ~ = x 
continuation of his argument, read an article im ¢ 
the Democratic Review, highly compl:menia'y 
Mr. Gartanp, the Clerk of the House, which ; 
endeavored, by ironical comments, to turn 1nl0 ; 
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cule. While in the progress of reading the article, 
ow, PETRIKIN and several others called the 
gentleman to order, for reading a matter foreign to 
the business before the House. 

Mr. SMITH, ef Maine, hoped the gentleman 

‘eht be permitted to proceed with the reading. 
might pe 
Compliments, said he, so well deserved are very 
seceptabie to US. 

Mr. STANLY said that he should blush to re- 
ceive a compliment from the gentleman from 

e. 
_ CRARY called the gentleman to order, and, 
being called upon to reduce his point of order to 
writing, presented it as follows: 

«Mr. C. called Mr. Sranty to order for using 
ie words the should blush to receive a eompli- 
ment from the gentleman from Maine,’ (addressing 
himse!f to Mr. Smitn.”) 

Mr. STANLY took bis seat, observing that the 
entleman need not have made his po:nt of order, 
as he had concluded h’s remarks. 

‘The point of order having been read, 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said: I did not at the 
time hear the remark of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, but I beg the House to understand that 
nothing that that gentleman can say would make 

e blush. 

The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Sranty’s 
words were notin order, and that he could not 
roceed without leave of the House. 

Mr. BANKS then obtained the floor, and after 
afew observations, moved the previous question 
on Mr. Sranty’s Motion to postpone the e ection. 

Messis. GARLANDof La. and UNDER- 
WOOD, both rose and moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and the question having been 
taken, the motion to adjourn was decided in the 
negative —yeas 90, nays 112. 

Mr. JENIFER then rose to a point of order, 
which he reduced to writing, ¢s follows: 

“Mr. Stanty was called to order by Mr. 
Crary, for saying to Mr. Smt, of Maine, ‘I 
biush to receivea compliment from that gentleman.’ 
Before Mr. Crary reduced these words to writing, 
Mr. Stanty said he ‘cheerfully retracted them, as 
h? had misunderstood the gentleman from Maine.’ 
The Spraker had decided these words to be out of 
order, and that Mr. Sraniy must take his sea'. 
Mr. Stanty did explain according to the 28th rule, 
before he was told by the Speaker to take his seat.” 

Mr. STANLY said that he had retracted the 
words he used in reference to Mr. Smitn, of 
Maine, while the gentleman from Michigan was 
writing hs point of order, and before it was read 
from the Crain; and made every explanation that 
was necessary. 

Mr. CRARY. Ihad the floor after calling the 
gentleman to order, until I could write out my 
point, and hand it to the Cuair, and the gentie- 
man was bound by the rules of the House to 
keep his seat in the meantime. It was not, there- 
fore, in the power of the gentleman to make any 
lamas until the point was decided on by the 

HAIR, 

The SPEAKER said he understood the gentle- 
man from North Carolina to say that he would 
hot ask the leave of the House to proceed, when 
he was called to order by the gentleman from 
Michigan, for he had concluded his remarks. On 
the point raised by the gentleman from Maryland, 
the Crain quoted the rule of the House applicable 
tothe case, the substance of which is: that when a 
member is called to order, he must take his seat 
until the point of order is reduced to writing— 
When, if the Caarr decides that he is out of order, he 
cannot proc*ed with his remarks, if one member 
objects, without leave of the House. In this case, 
the member from Nor.h Carolina was decided by 
the Crain to have been eut of order, aad no leave 
Was given by the House or asked of it for him to 
proceed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said that so far as he 
was ccncerned, he hoped the member from North 
Carolina might be permitted to procced. 
an LEWIS WILLIAMS moved a call of the 

ouse. 

Mr. WISE made some remarks to show that the 
member from North Carolina ought to be permitted 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


to proceed, and concluded by a motion to that 
effect. 

The SPEAKER said it was not now in order, a 
call of the House having been ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wittiams’s 
motion fora cail of the House, aad it was decided 
in the negative without a division. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, then moved an 


Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, || 


which having been ordered, the question was taken 
and rejected—yeas 89, nays 109. 

The previous question on Mr. Stanty's motion 
to postpone, coming up, the call was seconded by 
the Hcuse, and the ques'ion being put, it was deci- 
ded in the affirmative, yeas 91, nays 107, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford,S. H. Anderson, Andrews, Ba- | 


ker, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, W. 
B. Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, J. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, 


| 
adjournmert. | 
| 


Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis,Daw- | 


son, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett,'J. Garland, R. 
Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Henry, Hill of Virginia, 
Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, W C. John- 
son, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Morgan, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Storrs, Swart, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleu, Irumbull, Under- 
wood, P. J. Wagner, Warren, John White, T. W. Wil- | 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—91. 
NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black. Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark 
A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. Da- | 
vis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fie, | 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Gates, Gerry, Giiffin, Hammond, | 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Holle- | 
man, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Thomas B. Jack- | 
} 
| 
' 
| 





son, Jameson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, W. Jones, Keim, Kem- 
ble, Leadbetter, Leet, Legnard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClel- 
lan, McCulloh, Mallory, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgo- 
mery, 8S. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, | 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, | 
Robinson, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, | 
Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Sweeny, Taylor, | 
P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Watter- | 
son, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, | 
Sherrod Wiiliams, and Worthington—107. | 
‘Mr. BLACK here moved a suspension of the | 
rules to eaable him to offer his resolution; and after 
a few remarks, moved the previous questicn; 
And the resolution having been again read, 
After some remarks from Messrs. GARLAND, | 
THOMPSON of Miss'ssippi, CHAPMAN, WISE | 
and BLACK, | 
mative—yeas 158, nays 30. 
So there being a vote of two-thirds, the rules 


tion on it; after which it was read. 
Mr. WISE calied for a division of the qres‘ion, 


taken on the first and second branches successive- 
ly, they were both carried. 


nays, 

Mr. CURTIS withdrew his moti n. 

The SPEAKER then said: The House will now 
proceed to the el-ction of Printer. 

Mr. WISE inquired if it would be in order for 
him to vote for the United States of America to be 
their own Printers; if not, he said he would go 
home and ¢go to bed. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL nominated Brain and 
Rives. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if the election was to be 
by ballot or viva voce; and made some remarks to 
show that it ought to be by ballot. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the election 
must be by ballot. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL was really very much sur- 
prised at the point raised now. The rales of the 
House he considered imperative with regard to 
elect.ons of i's officers, and that they must be made 
viva voce. If the Speaker adhered to his cec sion, 
he should be obliged to appea!. He was here 
in 1836, whenthe same question was agitated, and 
when the ma‘ter was definitively set-led by the 
House. 

The SPEAKER was of opinicn that the joint re- 
solution, which prescribed the baliot system of elec- 
tion, could not be set aside by the rules of the House. 


The question was taken and decided in the affir- ‘| num, Carr, Carroll, Cavey, Chapman, C'ifford, 


|| Coles, Connor, M. A. Ceoper, Craig, Crary, Cr. s:, 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL begged the Speaxerand the 
House to consider the dilemma into which this de- 
cision, if adhered to, would place them. If the 
Cuarr was right, the resolution of the gentleman 
from Georg a, (Mr. Brack,] which they had just 
adopted was void, and all they had dore under it 
was fer‘ectly nugatory. If the Cram would take 
the pains to refer to the reso‘ution of 1819, he 
would find, that so far as relates to the manner of 
electing, it was void. He would, however, take 
another course, and without taking an appeal, ask 


‘| if it would be in order for him to move that the 


election should be viva voce. 
The SPEAKER replied that that motion would 


| bein order. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL then move that the House 


| proceed to the election viva voce, and called for the 


previous question on his motion. 

This motion having been carried, 

Tne SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Vanner- 
POEL, Brack, Smitu, of Ma‘ne, and Davis, of 
Pennsylvania tellers; when 

Mr. RAYNER said that, for the purpose of 
giving thcse who would vote for Biairand Rivas 


| an opportunity te sleep and meditate upon the 


r 


| 
} 
| 


| 


| 
| 


were suspended, and i] 
Mr. BLACK, aftr some remarks, again sub- || 
mitted his resolution, and moved the previous ques- || 


| 

| 

which was ordered; and the ques'ions having been | 
| 


Mr. CURTIS then moved an adjournment; but | 
Mr. SMITH of Maine calling for the yeas and | 


| 


ii 





| 


| 
it 
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enormity of their intentions, he would move that 
the House do new adjourn. 

The yeas and nays havirg been called for, 

Mr. RAYNER withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CURTIS renewed the motion, but also 
withdrew it. 

The House then proceeded to the election viva 
voce, and the roil haviog been called throvgh, Mr. 
VANDERPOEL, on the part of the teliers, re- 
ported that there were 207 votes given, of which 
104 were necessary to a choice; and that 


Brair and Rives received - - 110 
Gates and Seaton - - ° 92 
Tu. W. Waite - e-,0% Q 
Jacosp GipEoN -~— - - ° l 
S. StamBavcn - - - - 1 
Derr GREEN - - - - 1 


Vite as taken, was as follows: 


For Bair ano Rives.—Messrs. J. Alicn, H. J. 
Anderson, Atherion, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. 
Brown, Burke, S. H. Buvier, W. O. Buter, By- 


Th. Davee, Jehan Davis, J. W. Davis, Doan, Doig, 

Dromgoole, Dancan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 

Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, 

Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill 
| of Nomh Carolina, Hollemao, Holmes, Hoek, 
| Howard, Jackson, Jameson, Jos. Johnson, N. 
Jones, J. W. Jenes, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCiel- 
lan, McCulloh, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mor- 
tanya, Montgomery, S. W. Morris, Newhard, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Payn‘er, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Riv@s, 
Rob.nson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, A. Smith, 
Tho. Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Sweeny, 
Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Jac. Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Waver- 
son, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Hen. Wil- 
liams, Worthington, and Mallory—110. 


| 


For Ga.es anp Seaton.—Mes:rs. Adams, A!- 
ford, S. H. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, 
Bell, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoua, 
W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, Jas. Cooper, 
Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, E. Davies, Gar. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dillet, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, R. Garland, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goo'e, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Haber-ham, Hal’, 
W. 8. Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoff- 
man, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Chs. Johnson, W. C. 
Johnson, Kempsha!l, Lawrence, Linecla, Marvin, 
Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Oshorne, 
Pa'en, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayn«r, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, S_r- 
geant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Stuart, W. Thompzon, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trip'ett, Trumbull, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, 
Warren, John White, Th. W. Williams, Lewis 
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Williams, Jos. L. Wiliams, and Sherrod Wil- 
liams—92 

Fora Tu. W. Waite.—Messrs. Wise, and Han- 
er, Speaker. 

Yor Jacos Gipron —Mr. Jas. Garland—1. 

Fora 8. Sramsaven.—Mr. Hopkins—1. 

For Durr Graven.—Mr. Mitchel'—~1. 

The SPEAKER then announced tha! Brair and 
Rives were duly elected Printers of the Hous. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH, of Maine, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fr'pay, Jan. 31, 1840. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report cf the Secretary of War, made in oedi- 
ence to a resolution of the Senate of the 15th inst. 
nh relation to internal improvements in the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin; which was read, and ordered 
so be printed 

Also, a representation from Jchiel Brooke, late 
Indian agent; wh ch was relerred to the Committee 
en Privaie Land Ciaims. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of Williamson Smith, praying remeneration for 
expenses incarred and services performed by him, 
vud. ra contract with a Government agent, for the 
removal of the Cherokee Indians; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY, ot Kentucky, presented the petition 
of a pumber of citizens of thiladeiphia, Pa. and 
of citizens of the State of Maine, for a Congress 
of Nations; whch was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of the heirs of 
Joseph Thompson, deceased, praying the confirma 
tion of their title to a tract of land; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Select Commnutee, to 
which was recomm:tied the report sabmitted yes- 
terday on the reso!ution offered some time since by 
Mr. Benton, in opposition to the assemption of 
the debts of the Sa’es by the General Govern- 
ment, reported it, With some modifications; which 
were read, 

A discussion ensued, in which Messrs. GRUN- 
DY, HUBBARD, and WRIGHT, sustained and 
advocated the report, and Messrs. PRESTON, 
SOUTHARD, and MERRICK opposed i'; when it 
was informally passed over. 

The Senate went into Ex:cative business; and 
then 

Adjourned until Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, January 31, 1840. 

The first th ng in order was the execution of the 
resolution of Mr. Brack, to e'ect a committee of 
five, viva voce, to inquire into the propriety of re- 
docing the present tariff of prices {cr executing tke 
public printing. or of having the same done 
in a@ national office, to be established for that pur- 


se. 

P The SPEAKER suggested that if the House 
would proceed to the election of the committee, 
and vote for onemember at a time, it wou'd socn 
ascertain the practicability of the plan. He thought 
it would take but a short time, should that mode 
be adopted. 

Mr. GRAVES ingnired, why not vote for all at 
the same time. He thought the resolution required 
it, Mr. G. then moved that there be a call of the 
H. use. 

The CHAIR said the resolution required that 
the whole five should be voted for at the same time; 
and as objection had been madeto the mode sug- 
ge ted, the House would proc:ed in accordance 
With the reseluon. 

Mr. HOFFMAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the call; which were ordered, and we e— 
yeas 140, nays 44. 

So a callof the House was orderel, and was 
froceeied in uniii 208 memb rs an:wered to their 
names; hn 

ir ADAMS said it was customary, when com- 
mi‘tees had leave to sit during the sit: gs of the 
House, to permit the members therecf to vote at 
any \ime; and ona call of the House, were al- 
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the members of committees who were absent, he 
notified that there was a cali ef the House; which 
motion was agreed to. 


ways excused if absent. Mr. A. then moved that || 


The names of the absentees having been called 
over, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that all fur her pro- | 
ceedings in the call be suspended; which was agre-d | 


to. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the House now pro- 
ceed to elect the committee, by voting for one mem- 
ber at atime. 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 54, nays 132. 

The SPEAKER then said that each gentleman, 
when his name was called, would vote tor the five 
members to compose the commiitee. He then ap- 
po'nted Messrs. Brioss, Buaxr, Froyp, and James 
GARLAND, as telleis. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked t» be excused from voting, 
and gave his reasons therefor; but the House re- 
fused said request. 

The House then proceeded to the vote, viva voce, 
and the ro]! was gone through with; but before the 
result was announced, 

Mr. POPE moved that when the House ad- 
journ, it would adjourn till Monday next. 

Mr. BANKS said it was clearly out of order to 
submit such a motion in the then condition of the 
Honse, it being divided upon a vote. 

The CHAIR (Mr. Lincotn) decided that it was 
in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. Was there ever such a thing 
heard of ? Wasever the like known—that the 
Crain had entertained such a motion when the 
House was divided upon a vote? I appeal from 
that dec s on. 

The CHAIR said it had been done at the last 
session, under similar circumstances, when the 
House was in the act of el: c!ing a committee. 

Mr. GRIFFIN called for the previous question 
on the appea!; which was seconded, and the main 
questioned was ordere!—which main question 
was, ‘* Shall the dec’sicn of the Cuatr stand as the 
jedgment of the House?” 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
but they were not oid red, 

The question was then taken, and the decision of 
the Cuair was sustained, 

The qvestion then recurred on the motion to 
adjcura tli Monday next; and the yeasand nays 
having been crdered upon the same, 

Mr. POPE withdrew his mction. 

Mr. DAVEE renewed the motion; but the yeas 
and nays having teen ordered upon it, he also 
withdrew it. 

Mr. EVANS again renewed the motion. 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were rot ord: red. 

The question was then taken on said motion, by 
count, and carred in the aflirmative—ayes 89, 
nays 44. 

The House having determined that when it ad- 
journs, it weu'd adjourn till Monday next, 

Mr.S. WILLIAMS moved that it now adjourn. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative; and 

The Howe acjourned till Monday next. 





IN SENATE, 
M. xpay, February 3, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting statements 
showing the contracts made in that Derpaitment 
during the year 1839, ard the expenditures from 
tre Mer.ne Hospital Fond durirg the year 1838; 
which was ‘aid cn the table, and ordered to be 
printed 

Al:o, a message from the President of the United 
States, commun cating a report from the Director 
of the M n', showing the operations of that instita- 
tion during the year 1839; which was laii cn the 
table, and crd-red to be printed. 

Mr SMITH of Indiana pre.eated several peti- 
tiocs of male and fema'e citizens cf Jefferson 
county, Iodiana, against slavery in different forms. 


ee 


| informed was signed by every firm conne 





On motion by Mr. SEVIER, th Stic 
reception was laid on the table, . 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memor' 
tizens of Adams county, and a memo: ja| 
zens of York county, Pennsylvania, praying +, 
the imposition of a moderate doty on imporieg 
silks; which was referred to the Committee on F; 
nance. % 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial whict 


al of gj. 
of Citi. 


1 he wags 


; cied 
the silk business in Philadelphia, pr: ying oan 


same object as the above; which was ie‘erred to 
the same commitiee. 

Mr. B also presented a memorial of coach lace 
weavers of Newark, N. J. which stated that by ha 


| construction given to the law by the revenue offi. 


cer, German silk lace was importe! free y; du y 
end sold at prices cheaper than the dome: tic hake 
facturer could sell the common worsied lace, and 
praying for relief; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be primed, 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of Britton 
Evans, praying remuneration fer property lost jn 
the service of the United Siates; whivh was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. - 

Mr. B. a'so presented the memoria! of inhabj. 
tants of the city and county of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing for the const uction of a sleam revenue cutter 


| in Delaware bay; which was rciecred to tie Com. 


mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial of Thomas 
Cooper and twenty-four other c t zens of Pusiedel- 
phia; 

And a memorial of William H. Asnvord an4 
seventy-six other citizens of Ge:mantown, Phila. 
delphia county, severally praying fur an al eration 
in the laws which relate to the sale and transer cf 
American vessels while abroad; end for the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade throughout the wor'd; which 
were re‘erred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of Thomas B 


_ Lengstreth and 74 other inhabit :nts of the couaty 


of Pniladelphia; and 

The petinion of Jacob M. Ellis and 21 0 hereciti- 
zens of Philadelphia county, pray ng for an altera- 
tion of the Constitution, so as to abviish slavery in 
the United States; 

Also, the petition of David Paul Brown and 24 
other legal voters of the city an} county of Phila- 
deiphia; 

Tie petition of Sarah T. Nay or and 27 o-her 
women of Philadelphia counts; «nd 

The feution of Elizabeth Diaie and 63 other 
women of Bucks county; 
severally praying for the abolition of slavery ent 
the slave trade in the District of Uclumbia. 

The motion to receive the above was, 

On motion of Mr. KING, laid on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the peti ion of 
Abraham Williamson; which was referred to the 
Commi'tee cn Claims. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of John 
Compton; which was referred to :he Committee on 
Private Land Ciaims. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
from the Chamber of Commerc? of Lousvile, 
complaining of the great burthen imposed by th? 
tolls of the Louisvilie and Poitiand Canal on the 
commerce of the West, and praying taat the Go- 
vernment would purchase the indivitua’ sick 
thereof. 

In connection with this subject, he said he had 
received a letier from a very experienced pilo!, wbo 
stated his impression that for the trifl ng sum of 
$150,000 the obstruction of the nav gar n now ex 
isting at the falls, might be removed, and the 
natural channel of the river made navigabie, 
render ng unnecessary the purchase of the cane! 
stock. He thought it would be a proper subject lor 
the committee to inquire in'o the propriziy of au 
thor zing an appropma:ion for a survey of the falls, 
and the probable expen<e of clearing out ihe 0» 
structions in the natural chancel of the river. He 
asked that the memorial might be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, that in the absence 
of the chairman of the Comm tee on Roads aid 
Canals, he would say that the committee had this 
subject under consideration, His individual opi 








— 


Of ¢j. 

Cit). 
Z tor 
Otte 
n Fi. 


> Wag 
| With 
ir the 
ed to 


| lace 
V the 
Offi. 
uy, 
lanu- 
, and 
Com- 


ritton 
St in 
erred 


habi. 
pray- 
"ulter 
Com: 


Omas 
ade!- 


| and 
>hila. 
‘ation 
ler of 
boli. 
vhich 


is B 
daly 


r Citi 
ltera- 
ry in 


d 24 
‘hila- 


o-her 
other 


end 


n of 
) the 


John 
ON 


orial 
rile, 
the 
| the 


swock 


had 
who 
n of 
V CXe 
the 
able, 
ane! 
t for 
aus 
falls, 
> O)- 
He 
me 


ence 
ard 

ibis 
opi- 


~. gas that the improvement of the natural 
channel of the river was the most expedient and 
conc ING said he had no objection to the refer- 
noe of this memorial proposed by the honcrable 

ator who presented it; but the practice hereto- 
7 had uniformly been, when memor.als called 
e surveys, for the purpose of improving the na- 
nigation of rivers, to refer it to the Committee on 

rce. 

ot, WHITE said that a suggestion had been 
thrown out, to which it might be necessary to call 
ibe attention of the Senaie: that the Government, 
by becoming a joint stockholder with this company, 
has given an implied pledge that she will do no- 


thing that will depreciate the value of their steck. | 
vr. LINN said that he had in his possession a 
Mr. 4 aes 
iter rom a skilful and experienced pilot, who had | 
been connected with the bu-iness for twenty-nine | 


years, that these fails can be improved ata small 


expense. 
company sets up such a pretension as that alluded 


io by the Senator from Indiana, it was time that | 


ihe monopoly was removed. He had been inform- 


ed that, acting on the suggestions of pérsons con- | 
nected with the navigation of the Ohio,a company | 
was forme, who subscribed $2,000 to make experi- 

ments in blowing up the obstructions in the bed of | 


the river; and from their success they were de- 


cided'y convinced of its practicability at avery | 


moderate expen e. 
Mr. CLAY ot Kentucky expressed his most de- 


cided dissent to the position that, because the Go- | 
vernment had became a stockholder in this come | 
pany, they are thereby precluded from improving | 


ihe natural channel of the river. He thoughtit a 


most monstrous pretension, without the slightey | 


foundation in law or equi'y. 


Mr. BENTON said the petition of the Loui - | 


ville Chamber of Commerce referred it-elt to a 


question which was depending before the Seaate, | 
and which question presented itseif under three dif- | 


ferent aspec s; either to extingu sh the mghts of the 
private corporators in the Luuisville canal, or to 
improve the falls of the Ohio, or to make a canal 
on the Indiana side. 


hie thought that when an incorporated | 


Some weeks ago, and on his | 





















motion, the Senate had adopted a resolu:ion of in- | 


quiry ia relation to all these points; and among 


these who had answered it, was the Cham'er of | 


Commerce of Louisville, which had done him 
(Mr. B.) the honor to send him a copy cf their 
answer, which he had carefully read, and to which 
he was indebted tor va'uable info:mation and sug- 
gestions. He (Mr. B.) wished to collect all infor- 
mation telonging to the subject, and then to act for 
the best. Of course care would be taken, in 
remedying one evil, not to inflict another; that is to 
say, not to injure the port of Louisville, and 
the navigation of the river above. The tolls 
were en rmovs, and de-erved 


or peralties inflicted upon the boats for passing 
through the canal. 


able information on the same points. 
teathim a full report of the operations of the canal 


for he last year, with a recapitulation of the num- | 
berof boats which pas:ed, ard the amount of the — 
tolls collected, since the opening of the canal in | 
In that year, the amount collected was | 
$12,750; in the last year, the amount was $180,496; | 
and the egeregate for the nine years was $776,496. | 
his was enormous; but the enormity was still | 
more striking in looking at it in detail—at the toll | 
paid by afew individusl boats. This is shown | 
inthe report made by Mr. Halme. Thus, a Cin- | 


1331. 


Cinnati boat, of two hundred and fifty-two tons, in the 
New Orieans trade, paid last year $2,275 50. A 
small boat in the St. Louis trade, of unly 86 tons, 
paid, in the same year, $1,238 40. This was a 
sample, and it showed the burthen on Western com- 
merce to be intolerable. He (Mr. B.) did not 
know what measure he shou!d ultimately support 
0 relievs the commerce of the West from these 
burttens; it might be to extinguish the rights of the 
Private corporators, and make the canal free, ex- 
Spt for the small levy necessary to keep it in or- 


the characer | 
he had given of them some years a70; namely, fines | 


Besides the Chamber of Com- | 
merce of Louisville, he was also indebted to Mr. | 
Hulme, the collector of the tolls, and to several | 
pits of the falls, and steamb sat captains, for valu. | 
Mr. Hulme 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


der and to attend it; or, it might be to improve the 
falls; or, it might be to open another canal on the 
right bank of the river; or it might be a combina. 
tion of these different plans. | He could not decide 
until he got a full view of the fac's which may be 
given, and the opiniens furnished, under the Se- 
nate’s call, by informed and practical men. Bat 
he was dete. mined to exert himself for the remedy 
of the great evil complained of, and that without 
doing wrong or injury to cthers. ‘The rights of the 
private corporators must be duly considered; the 
port at Louisville, and the navigation of the river 
above, musiall be duly comitered. In the mean 
time, he would suggest that the amount held by the 
United States in the canal, say above $300,000; 
and the share of to.ls which she has received, and 
is receiving, may con+tituie a fund 'o disembarrass 
the W estern commerce of the burthens of this ca- 
nal, without diawing a cent from the public Trea- 
sury. Whatever plan may be adopted, he locked 
to this source to supply the means. 

Mr. KING said he recollected in years gone by, 
when Congress was earnestly importuned by gen- 
tlemen cf tne West, to interest the Government in 
this Louisville and Portland canal. It was then 
considered as a subject which would be of vest 
service tu the commerce of the West. The char er 
of this company was then before us, and the high 
rate of tolis which, by that instrument, they were 
ailowed to exact, was pointed out; but they were 
net tlen considered as * exorbitant,” or as “ fines 
and penalties’ on the commerce of the Wesr. But 
now we are appealed to, to buy up the individual 
stock al an enormcus price to elieve the cc mmerce 
of that,which at a former period, we were told would 
be of such geat service to it. And this was the 
general course of these connections. When sucha 
proposition is made, if we do not as-ist with our 
means, the Government is denounced as ijliberal, 
and opposed to the interests of the West; and when 
we cunsent, we are afierwards appealed to, tu re- 
heve them from the consequences of our compli- 
ance. He was not oppoced to the reference, but 
gave notice, if this qnesuon was brought before the 
Senate, he was not prepared to exhaust the Trea- 
sury by purchasing we s ock of this company. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut viewed this sub- 
ject asa matter of great moment, not because of 
the expense invelved, but the precejent establi~hed 
by the adcption of it: the step contempla ed 
and those which follow it. My opin:on, and which, 
at the proper t.me, | am prepared to defend, is that 
we have no n:ore power by the Constitutio. to pur- 
chase ihe stock of the Louisville and Portiand 
canal, than we have to purchase the stock of the 
Erie canal, or avy oher work which is a great 
thoroughfare of commerce He was in favor, 
however, of the improvement of the natural bed 
of the river by the removal of the obstructions at 
the Falls, if itcvu!ld be accomplished at a reasona- 
ble expense, and he though: that the vast aud grow- 
ing commerce of the West demanded it at our 
hands. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought that his friend 
from Alabama [Mr. Kino] would, on further re- 
flection, be convinced that the proposed measure 
was such as should receive his support. The com- 
merce of the Wesi, which is sutjected to the toils 
levied by the canal company, was estimated at 
furty miliions of dollars anavaily. ‘This was equal 
to halt of all the coiton exported; aud suppose 
that great staple were subjected to a similar bur- 
den, what a clamor would be raised by gen'le- 
men for its removal. As to the connection of the 
Government with this company, we had no cause 
to regret it, as it was one of the very few copaituer- 
ships ia which she had made money; having re. 
ceived during last year, on an investment of 
$333,000, near $63,000 in the shape of dividen’s, 
and having been reimbursed her whole outlay of 
capital. 

Mr. TAPPAN said this was a matter of great 
importance to the coun'ry above, as weil as below, 
Louisville; bat he thought the present discns-ion 
premature. We had passed a resolution, calling 
on the Secretary of the Treasury tor information 
in relation to this snbject, and in the prosecution of 
the inquiry, a letter is seat to the Sccretary with a 
portion of the information. A similar lette; is sent 
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to some of the Senators, which is preseated bere, 
and has given rise to this debate. it strack 
him that we ought to wait tor the report 
of the Secretary, beiore we proceeded to act. 
Whenever we aie prepared to act, I shail go to di- 
vest the Goverment of ail her interest in this ca- 
nal, and sell her pre ent sock, instead of buying 
more from individuals; and this for the purpose of 
separating the Government from all connection 
with this, as I would from all other corporations. 
He thought that a deepening of ihe channel of. the 
river would have a very important effect on the in- 
terests of Louisville; and though it might net of- 
terly destroy all her commercial facilities, it 
would form a considerable body of dry land in 
front of the city, where is now a commodious har- 
bor. The obstructions in the Ohio at that place are 
not in the nature of fal’s, though they are thus de- 
nominated; but a limestone dyke, ronning across 
ihe channel, which acts as a dam, and backs the 
water several miles up the river. It is obvious 
that the cutting down of the dyke would have a 
material effect, not only on Louisvil'e, but would 
entirely destroy the canal, leaving its bottom eight 
feet above the bed of the river. He thought that 
the canal company would be more d fiicult to con- 
tend with than the fal's; as our experience had de- 
monstrated that corporate power was always a 
more formidable obstruction to the operatiois of 
Government than any natural ones. As to the ex- 
pense of this improvement, it was unimportant 
when compared with the results to be atta.ned. 

The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

On mcton by Mr. ROANE, the petition of 
Capitan Thomas Wells, now on the fi es, was re- 
feired to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the pet tion of inbabi- 
tants of the town of Weston, praying for the nght 
of pie emption; which was releired to the Commit- 
the tee ou Fublic Lands. 

Mr. B. alo presented eight memorials of officers 
of the line of the army, praying equalization of 
pay with the staff; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY cf Alabama presented the petition 
of 1,415 cit zens of Alabama, praying remunera- 
tion for military services performed in Piorida; 
which was refeired to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, 

Mr. KING preserted the petition of the widow 
of George W. Owen; uhe was referre!to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
of Joseph L. Smith and others, praying for the 
establ shment of a new department in the Govern- 
ment, to be devoted to the interests of Agriculture 
and Education; which was re‘erred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the memorial of 
Richard 8S. Coxe, assignee of David Beard, now on 
file, was referred to he Commitee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petiiion of Aaron 
Payne, a soldier of the Black Hawk war, praying 
arrears of pensions; which was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Pensions. 


Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
joint rales of the two House: 

Whenever there shall be two decisions against a 
resolution, petition, or memorial, for a private claim, 
whe her by one or either House, it shall be out of 
order to act on it again, unless sccompanied by 
affitavit that new test mony has been discovered, 
beleved to be material, and which could not be 
obtained before. 


Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for tne re ief 
of Hezekiah Conningham; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the rel:ef of Duacan L. Clinch; 

A'so, a bill for the relief of James Tongue, and 
the administrator of Wiliam Hodson, decease’; 
which we-ereed, and ordere! to a second reading. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reporied a dill for the relief of James 
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8 nith, of Arkansas; which was read, and ordered [| 


to asecond reading. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut sabmitted the fol- 
lowing motion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish the Senate with such evidence or infor- 
mation as he may possess, showing the cost and ex- 
pense of cast iron cannon; also the cost and ex- 
pense of brass cannon; also the cost and expense 
of wrought iron cannon; also the superiority of 
one over the other, taking into consideration the 
first cost, wear, and general utility. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the follow- 
ing resoiution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire injo the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the appointment of a district atlor- 
ney and marshal for the midi’e district of Alabama. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The repurt of the Select Committee on the 
assumption by the Government of the debts of the 
States was taken up, and Mr. CLAY of Alabama 
made an able argument in favor of the principles 
of the report, and in reply to the remarks of Mr. 
Crirrenpen and others. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied to the remarks of 
Mr. Cray, and 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 3, 1840. 

The tellers who were appointed to count the 
vote on Friday last, under the resolution of Mr. 
Biack, for the appointment of a committee to in- 
quire into the propriety of reducing the present 

rice of the public printing, or of establishing a 

‘ational office, by Cong ess, to execute the same, 
reported the following as the result: 


Whole number of votes ~ - 216 
Necessary t»> a choice - - 109 
Mr. Brack received - - - 187 
J. W. Davis, of Indiana - $39 
Preseiss - : - 429 
R Garuanp - - - 102 
CLirrorpD - - - 98 
Evans - - ° - O94 
LixncoLn - - - 80 
Howarp - - s- S85 
PAaRMENTER - - - 47 
Baicas - - ~ - * 93 
CusHING - - - - 


And fi'ty other gentlemen were vo'ed for, who 
received from one to four votes each. 

Messrs. Buack, J. W. Davis, of Indiana, and 
Prentiss, were declared to be elected. 


The SPEAKER said it would be neccessary to 
go into another vote to elect two others, to make 
the number required by the resolution. 

Mr.GRAVES moved a call of the House, be- 
fore proceeding to vote for the remaining two; and 
ealled for the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken by count, whether 
there should be a call—ayes 16, nays 80; no quo- 
rum voting. 

The Hlouse was again dividel to ascertain 
whether there should be a call—ayes 48, noes 66; 
stil no quorum voting. 

Mr. KR. GARLAND moved there be a ca!l, and 
demanded the yeasand nays on that mo'ion; which 

Se the House d-termined that there should be a 
cal!; which was proceeded in (ill the roll was gone 
through with, and 186 memters answered to their 
naines. 

Mr. W.C JOHNSON moved that all further 
proceedings in the cali be dispensed with. Upon 
a count, it appeared that there were—ayes 77, 
noes 26. 

Nv quorum having voted, 

The SPEAKER decided that the cal! should pro- 
ceed. The roll was again called over, and 194 
members answered to their names. Excuses were 
being received for the absentees, when, 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, all further pro- 
ceeding in the call was dispensed with. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON mace an ineffectual ef- 
fert to introdece a resolution to appropriate a por- 
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tion of the wood at the Capitol to the suffering poor 
of Washington City. 

Mr. LINCOLN did not wish ‘o be voted for 
again as acandidate to serve on the Committee on 
Printing. He already belonged to two commitices 


| were ordered, and were—yeas 87, nays 77. 


The House again proceeded to vote viva voce for 
two members, the number requisite to constitute 
the commit ee—the same gentlemen acting as tel- 
leis. The following is the result: 


Whole nomber of votes : - 183 
Necessary to a choice - - 94 
Mr. Evans received - - - 113 
R. GarLanp - - - 108 
CLIFFORD - - - 94 
LincoLn - - - 46 
LawrRENCE - - - 7 
S. Wituiams - - ~ 4 
Cusanina - - . 6 
W. C. Jounson - - 5 
Andscatiering - - - 15 


Messrs. R. Gartanp and Evans were declared 
to be elec‘ed. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the joint resolution 
from the Senate, prop’sing the election of Chaplain, 
was taken up, and concurred in. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce for 
Chaplain. 

Nominations were then made as follows: 

Mr. BARNARD nominated the Rev. Mr. Dan- 
FoRTH, Presbyteiian. 

Mr. DAVIES, of Pa. nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Bansitt, of the Dutch Reformed Church. 

Mr. PETRIKIN nominated the Rev. Mr. Wit- 
MER, Episcopalian. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, nominated the 
Rev. Mr. Batcn, Presbyterian. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Bates, Congregaiionalist. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine, nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Boyp, Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Mr. CROCKETT nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Reese, Protestant Methodist. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO nominated the Rev. Mr. 
Brixton: 

Mr. PARRIS nominated the Rev. Mr. Donet- 
LAN, Ca'holic. 

The SPEAKER appo'n'ed Messrs. Barnarp, 
Taciarerko, Davies of Pennsylvania, and Sat- 
TONSTALL, as tellers, to ascertain the vole; who :e- 
ported the following result, viz: 

Rev. Mr. Den‘orth received 29 votes. 

ne Babbitt . - - 19 


6s Wilmer - - - J9 
% Balch - - > le 
“ Bates - - - 
ss Boyd - - - 20 
‘6 Reese - - - 9 
ae Braxton - ° - 24 
« Donellan - - - 4 


No person having received a majority of votes, 

The SPEAKER said the House would again 
proceed to vote; but be!ore doing so, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, February 4, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a c.mmunication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, tranemitting a report 
from tie Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, in compliance wih aresolut on of the Se- 
nate of 22d January, 1840; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, con- 
taining an enumeration of the militia of the 
United Sate; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ABOLITION PETITIONS. 

Mr. TAPPAN addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipext: I hold in my hand a number of 
petitions, purport ng to be signed by inhabitants of 
Harrison county, in the State of Ohio, praying 
Congress to abolish slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. These petitions are 
signed by both males and females, in the propor- 
tion of about two-thirds of the former, and one- 
third of the latter. It is the ec n:titational right of 
every Amer.can citizen to petition Congre.s for a 





redress of grievances; and I may say here, th 
whenever any citizen of Ohio shal! complain of 
any grievance, under which he may be sofferin 
within the constitutional competency ef this g.. 
vernment to remove, it will give me great pleasure 
to present the case to this body, and to te inste. 
mental in removing the grievance complained of 

These petit oners do not, however, set forth wha 
part cular grievance the existence of slavery 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia js 4, 
them, how they are injuriously affected p i 
nor why and wherefore it should be abolished, i 
am left to suppose, therefore, that the interest the 
petitioners feel in this matter is not a particular jp. 
terest, arising from any connection with the sub. 
ject matter prayed for, not a grievance to them 
specially, but that they suppose the existence of 
slavery and the slave trade here is a grievance of 
a general and national kind, which they, wih ajj 
other American citizens, have a right to petition 
Congress to remove. I am very far from question. 
ing the right of any citizen of th's Union to petition 
Congress, or their right to instruct their Represen. 
talives here as to such legislation for this D sirie, 
as will, in their opinion, best promote the generai 
interest of the whole Confederacy; bat I mark the 
fact, that the petitioners were not agreed upon the 
nature, extent, and bearing of the supposed griey. 
ances they pray to have redressed, and were not 
prepared to assign any reason for their removal, as 
evidence that they had no particu!ar caus: of com. 
plaint in the existence of slavery here. Living at 
the distance of some hundred miles from the Dis. 
trict, in a remote State of the Union, and having 
little or no intercourse with it, it is not to be pre. 
sumed that they should be as competent to judge 
what legislation would best promote the prosperity 
and happiness of the people here, as the citi. 
zens of the District themselves, who are to be more 
immediately affected by such legislation. The pe- 
titioners have, indeed, no right to interpose their 
wishes, or will, as to such interests as are yeculiat 
to the populatior of the District, and have no bearing 
on the general interests of the Union. This, it 
may be presumed, is well known to and understood 
by them, and therefore the conclusion I have come 
to, that the peti'ioners have no particular interest 
in this matter, and have no claims to a hearing on 
that account, is sufficiently evident. 


I have no doubt but that the Constitut’on, by 
giving to Congress the power ‘‘to exercis: excla- 
sive legislation in all cases whatscever” over this 
District, has given Congress the power to abolish 
slavery and the s'ave trade here whenever the peo- 
ple of the District ask, or the safe y of the wh le 
Union reguires it. Congress, as the constitutional 
Legislature of this District, have, in my judgment,a 
twofold duty to perform—first, as the Repressn'a- 
tives of the District, not elected and choren by the 
people of the District, but made by the Constiw- 
tion the only law-making power for it, and thereby 
its constitutional Representatives: second, as the 
Representatives of the whole nation. In the former 
capacity, the power of Congress extending “to all 
cases whatsoever,’ seems lim ted only by tho.e great 
princip!es of equality and justice which lay at the 
foundation of all our legislation; in the latter they 
can exercise no powers but such as are expressly 
delegated to them, or such as are clearly necessary 
to carry into effect the powers so expressly granted. 
The principles adverted to, require of American le- 
gislators that they shou'd make the happinessof 
the people the end and aim of a'l their enac:ments. 
In their first capacity, therefore, as the Legislature 
of the District, they are bound to consult the will 
and wishes of the District, in a1 matters which 
concern its inhabitants only. 1 conceive that the 
will of the people here should be the goverwidg 
rule for the action of Congress, in all maiters 
of strictly local concern; unless that will demanded 
something which would be injurious to the general 
welfare. The reason why the frame:s of the Constits 
tion gave'to Congress, and not to a 'ocai Lezislatwe, 
the power of legislaticn over the Di trict, ¥# 
probably to prevent the possibi ity of any Jaw be 
ing passed kere, which might militate agaiast the 
general interest of the Confe'eracy; and nol '0 
free Congress from the high moral ovligation, ™ 
cumbent on it as the Legislature of the District, 








rstood 
e come 
aterest 
ing on 


‘on, by 
exclu- 
er this 


utional 
ment, a 
esenla- 
by the 
NStliue 


slature 
he will 

which 
that the 
yeruiog 
ma ters 
manded 
gencral 
onstitae 
islature, 
ict, was 
jaw be- 
ainst the 
d not lo 
tion, in- 
strict, 10 





consult t 
and form 


subject; 

policy; th 
any Ec 10 
slaves, @ 
if they a 
They hol 
righ ful 

Constitati 
the enjoy! 


stractedly 
as proper 
Constitut 
square wa 


list 

those 
thought 
the coun 
egainst ag 
an repo 
garding 

as ho-ti'e 

slavery 
this ques 
abolish 

jus! and 

rights. I 

for this 

clearly b 


* 


seems to} 
gradual 
institutia 


